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Dlack fur-seal skins, fasX.onls p+- =sent favorite, jw;pJed nearly 84 percent in 
price at the fall auction of ,GovernmenLowled furweal skins, tile Xsh end Xldlife 
Service reprted today to Secretary of the Interior Oscar 3. Chapman, 

Fhe auction, held OctoSer 9 by the Fouke 2Zu.r Corqany in St. Louis, included 
25,697.f~~seal skins from the GovernmenLailministe%d Yribilof Islands in 3ering 
Sea, 2,000 &na?&n.-owned Zribilof Islancls skins, 2,159 Cape of Goodriope furweal 
skins for the Union of Soutil Africa, end about 3,000 cape of GoodZope, &w Zealand 
and iiorth American seal&ins for private shippers. Included in the sale were 279 
blue fox pelts from *de Pribilof Islands. 

Fur hqers paid an cnrerage of $95.52 for all United States government seal- 
skins, an increase of 52 percent over the averxe srice paid at the previous sele 
on'&&1 17, 1950. %e bvernmen%owned fur-seal and fox pelts sold for a total of 
$2,456,9%35. 

Black sea&skins sold for an average of $106,10, an advance of nearly 84 per- 
cent over the spring.average for blacks. 3yed.%atara" (brwn) skins sold for an 
average of \ 393,25, an increcase of 48 percent. Average price of rrSafarilr (li&ter- 
brown skins) vczs $74,6b+M.& was 51 percent over -&e fibwe of the spring sale. 

Canadian-owned skins, part of the treaty-prr,vided allotment to Canada from the 
Pribilof Islends* fur-see1 take, sold for substantially the same as the United 
States-owned skins 
nearly 58 Dercent.. 

Cane of Good Xope seals&ns averaged $3~~.57--an ailvance of 
Sk& fox pelts sold for an averee S8.65. 'Lmnis v~as an barease 

of 99 percent ever Last Octoberls sale price. 

One factor that a,?parcntly entered into tie advance in prices was tile large 
attendance of fur buyers, with qirited Sidding+which was reported to represent 
greater-t&n-average competition for tile &tins, In addition, the prices of most 
other furs have been increasing. 
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