
A record-breaking tuna pack of 3 ,500,OOO stmdard cases for 1950 is in sight 

if production continues at tine present rate, Secretary of the Interior OSC~S I. 

Chap= declared today. 

Even if production should decline during the next two months, this year Is pack 
will probably exceed that of last yezr by a million cases, Fish and Wildlife Serv- 
ice statisticians assert. In 1949, ‘7,290,OOO cases of tuna were p&ed. 

‘Us tJil1 be the sixth successive year that a record has been established 
the tuna industry. The average pack for t?e record-brceking years of 1944 to 1 Et 9 
was 5,500,000. Duri-ng the war* tuna production dropped--reaching a low of “. 
2,500,OOo in 1942. M-A.le 1940 had a record pack of 4,1%3,000, the 1935-39 a<yera@s 
was less than 3,000,OOO. 

Increased tuna production this year will only partially offset the loss in the 
production of canned seJmon. !Be salmon pack this season, which was tine smallest 
since 1921, was 75,000,OOO pounds less than in the previous season. 
increase in tia is estimated at atit 25,000,OOO pounds. 

I!his year’s 

Imports of cxxx%l tuna will else provide additional supply with nearly five 
times as rrnxh tuna being imported as in 1949. &ring the first eight months of 
this season, imports mntcd to 15,ei63,000 pounds, as compared to 3,379,OOO pounds 
last yeor at the same time. Forei@ pro~xcers are hurrying their packs to &Q-AC 
TJnited States before the tariff of 22-l/2 percent ad valorem on tuna is increased 
to 45 percent on January 1. 
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