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lAFORh4ATION SERVICE 

For Eelease to PI0 sp ?FJ;ikY, AlJXTT i, 1952 

B total of 63,870 fur-seal skins was taken this year in the ICovernment- 
cadminister&- sealing operations on A.laska~ s Fribilof Isic3nrs, 
Interior Cscar L, Cha;xnan annouixed torday, 

Tne annual se,KLi-ng operations which are conducted by the 
Service began on June 20 and were terminated on July 27. 

Secretary of the 

Fish anC:. Wildlife 

The fur-seal industc? on the Pribilof s is a res;Jonsibility of the United State 
Government but 20 per cent of the 1952 take will be delivered to the Canadian 
Government under the terms of the Provisional Z’ur-SeaJ. Agreement of 1922 with CZXH 
add. . 

This ;Tearf s yield was 3,X2. skins greater tk+.n last year. Pelts are obtained 
chiefly from the three-year-old ma2 es. 

Service officials on the Pri.‘Dilol”s hme G-vised Se?xi.ce Director Albert N. 
Day that the renaining aximls in the thre*yez-ol?. class nnrl. the carryover of 
olG.er mLalcs “assure ex@e reserve stock for the herd,!’ 

This year, for tine first tine, a new beaming machine for the mechanical blub 
bering of the se$l skins was successfully operate2 on the islands. Also, a new 
concrete paddle tank for brine’ curing the skins was reported to have operated ~UCC 
cessfully, These developments, &cording to 3irector Day, are aimed at stream- 
linic thti various operations required to prepare the skins for shipment to St. 
Louis for dressing and dyeiLng b,. 77 the Totie Pur CompanyAver~7clent rxents in the 
processing ai& selling 02 the seal&ins. 

Apxoximately 80 per cent of the world’s fur seals xme to the Pribilof IsLaM 
to breed each smmer. Duri~ the winter they range southward as far as southern 
California. Pelagic sealing-the killing of seals while they are at sea--is pro- 
hibited by an international agreement between Canxk and the United States. At one 
time p&&c sealing nearly brought about the extinction of these animals, 
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