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WATERFOWL HUNTING SEASON SUMMARI ZED

Weather conditions conspired to meke the movements of wild ducks end geese
gradusl and spotty during the waterfowl hunting season which closed throughout the
Nation on Saturday, according to a season summary today by Albert M, Dgy, Director
of the Department of the Interior's Fish end Wildlife Service. :

"Not at all sg:;:‘tacular," are the words Director Dey used to describe the fall
migrations, "Weather, rather than eny dearth of birds," he said, "was responsible.”

The early part of the migration period, the Director recalled, was chareacter-
ized by warm, sunny days and below-normal rainfall., In general, this period lacked
the push that cold, blustery weather sometimes gives to fall flights, Mass move-
ments, thus, were rare end concentrations on the wintering grounds built up from
the filtering in of small flights. As & result, some northem sections of the
country saw fewer birds then usuel. Many of the wintering grounds, on the other
hand, reported increased nunbers of both ducks and geese.

Reports gathered from all sections of the country, the Director sald, indicated
that the migrations got under waey in late August and early September. Sizeable
early flights, particularly of pintall ducks, were observed. Some of the waterfowl
moved into Iouisiene during this early period, while others concentrated in
Celifornia in sufficient numbers to create & serious crop-depredation problem,

Following these early flights, the Director pointed out, there ceme a guiet
period when hunters began to wonder sbout the wheresbouts of all the birds. Flights
dribbled through a nunber of States, perticulerly those in the north-central sector.
Reporte from the north told of large numbers of birds still present in Canada in
November. Then, just before Thanksgiving Dey, winter set in with blizzards and
freezing temperatures, bringing sbout the largest mass movements of the season.

Urfzfgzt-t:nately. these movements came too late for msny hunters in the northern tier
o ates.

Reviewlng impressions gained from field reports, the Director deseribed con-
ditions according to flyways. In the Atlantic Flyway, he recelled, there appesred
to be an increase over last season of both ducks and geese. In the northern portion,
however, there may have been fewer black ducks svailsble to mmters.

In the Mississippi and Central Flyways, where northern hunting wes most
adversely effected by the weather, waterfowl concentrations were late in developing.
By mid-December, however, reports of increased numbers of birds were coming in. In
the Illinols Valley, the concentration of mallards was exceptionsl,

Hunters in the Pacific Flyway cxperienced the early flights of pintails and
then a leveling off with no great change apperent in the availability of ducks and

geese. Hunter success in meny areas ared greater than ip recent g, b
some sections adverse weather reducedagﬁ takeg:f birds, i years, but in
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