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Weather conditions conspired to n&e the movements of wild ducks and geese 
gradual and spotty during the waterfowl hunting season which closed throughout the 
htion on Sdxmlay, according to a season summsry today by Albert M. Day, Director 
of the Department of the Interior’s Fish and Wildlife Service. 

“Not at all ectaculsr,H 
mfgrationa. “Weat Yer 

are the words Mrector Day used to describe the fall 
, r&her than cay dearth of birds ,‘I he said, %as responsible.” 

The early gart of the migration period, the Director recalled, was character- 
ized by wsrm, 6unny days and below-normal rainfall. In general, this period lacked 
the push that cold, blustery weather sometimes @es to fall flights, @se move- 
ments, thus, were rare snd concentrations on the wintering grounds built up from 
the filtering in of amalI flights. At3 4 result, some northern sections Of the 
country ssw f swer birds thsn wual. Many of the wintering grounda, on the other 
h&nd, reported increased nuolbere of both duck6 and geese. 

Reports gathered from all section6 of the country, the Director said, indicated 
that the migrations got under w6y in late August ad early September. Sizeable 
early flights, particularly of ;pintail ducks, were observed, Some of the waterfowl 
moved into Louieiena during this early pied, while others concentrated 5n 
California in sufficient nu&ers to create a serious crop-depredation problem. 

Yollowing these early flights, the Director pointed out, there cams a quiet 
period when hunters begsn to wonder shout ths whereabouts of all the birds. Flights 
dribbled through a nwrber of States, particularly those in the north-central sector. 
worte fmm the north told of large nunibsrs of birds still present in Canada in 
November. Then, just before Thanksgiving By, winter set in with blizzards and 
freezing temperatures, br$ng!ag about the largest mass movements of the season. 
Unfortunately, these sx3vemsnts came too late for many hunter8 in the northern tier 
of States. 

‘Reviewing iqressiona g6ined from field rqorts, the Director described con- 
ditions acoording to flptay6. In the Atlantic Ylyway, he recalled, there *peared 
to be an increase over last 6eason of both duck6 6nd geese. In the northern port- 
however, there may have been fewer black ducks available to huntere. 

In the Mississippi and Central Ylywqs, where northern hunting was most 
adversely aff eoted by the weather, waterfowl conceotraticna*were late in developing, 
By mid-December, however, rwrts of increased nunb ers of birds were coming in. 
the Illinois Valley, the concentration of mallards was except’ional. 

In 

.- Hunter6 in the P6cific Flyway exp&enceQ the early flights of pintails and 
then a leveling off with no great change appsremt in the availability of duck6 and 
geese. titer 6ucscess in ~lpply ww 
gome a&iom adverse weather reduced P 

geraS&l @Teatx?r t&61 in recent yearr, but in 
he t&e of birds, 
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