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DEPARTIENT OF THE INTERIOR ¥ay/s 4

INFORMATION SERVICE

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
For Release to PM's, AUGUST 25, 1954
WATERFOWL HUNTING DATES ANNOUNCED FOR 1954-55 SEASON

Hunting regulations which will be in effect during the 1954-55 seagon for the
shooting of migratory waterfowl were issued today by Acting Secretary of the
Interior Fred G. Aandshl.

The schedules released today contain the bag and possession limits, as well
as the dates of the seasons and the shooting hours which were selected by the
various State game administrators,

As announced on August 10, the general framework perilod extended from
October 1, 1954, to January 10, 1955, This year, however, an option was permitted
in all flyways extending the season as late as January 20, States choosing closing
dates later than January 10 were required to apply a penalty of two days for every
one day the season was extended. Georgla was the only State to aceept this option,
setting a closing date of Jamuary 19,

States in the Atlantic and the Central flyways were given the cholce of a
continuous season of 60 days or two periods of 27 days; Mississippi Flyway States
were offered a straight 55-day season or two split seasons of 25 days each; while
States in the Pacific Flyway could choose an 80-day consecutive season or two split
geagons of 36 days each.

In submitting the regulations in their final form to Acting Secretary Aandahl
for signature, Fish and Wildlife Service Director John L. Farley pointed out that
this is the seventh season the regulations have been made on a flyway basis and in
most flyways shooting days this season are double those in 1948, the firat year of
actual flyway regulation., In that year the Atlantic and Mississippi Flyways had
30 days each, while the Central had 35, and the Pacific received 40.

Some highlights of the new regulations are as follows:

In the Atlantic Flyway, Delaware and Malne selected split seasons of 27 days
each., Delaware's season will run from November 1 to 27 and from December 15 to
January 10. Maine will have from October 4 to 30 and from November 19 to
December 15. In New York State, Long Island and that part of Westchester County
lying south of the Hutchinson River Parkway will have a season on waterfowl (except
brant) and coot rumning from November 3 to January l; the brant gseason will be from
November 3 to December 2, In the rest of New York, waterfowl (except brant) and
coot may be shot from October 16 to December 143 brant from October 16 to Novenm-
ber 14. In Pennsylvania, on the Delaware River and in the counties of Bucks,
Philadelphia, and Delaware, the season will ‘be from November 3 to January 1 to con-
form to the season selected by New Jersey. *The brant season in that ares also
conforms to New Jersey's and will run from October 15 to November 13.



Shooting hours for waterfowl, coot, woodcock, and jacksnipe in the Atlantic
Flyway will be from one~half hour before sunrise to sunset, except that on the
opening day of the season (or the first day of the split seasons), shooting will
not begin until 12 o'clock noon. In Marylend, shooting hours on woodcock and jack~
snipe on each day of the season shall be from sunrise to sunset, In New Jersey, on
the first day of the season, woodcock hunting may not start before sunrise, and
Jacksnipe hunting may not start before 12 o'clock noon.

In the Migsissippi Flyway, all States except Loulsiana took the straight 55-
day season.

Shooting hours for waterfowl and coot in Alabama, Arkansas, Illinois (except
in Alexander County}, Jowa (except as noted below), Mississippi, Missouri, and
Tennessee will be one~half hour before sunrise to one hour before sunset, except
that on the first day of the season, or the first day of each split season, shootw
ing will not begin until 12 o'clock noon., On that part of the Missourl River
within the boundaries of the State of Iowa, the closing hour for hunting waterfowl
and coot will be sunset. ITowa chose this hour of closing in order that their
shooting time would conform with the closing hour selected by the State of Nebraska
in which a part of the Missouri River also lies. Shooting until sunset will pre-
veil in Indiana, Kentucky, louisiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, and Wisconsin.
Shooting hours for waterfowl and coot in Alexander County, Illinois, will be from
7 a.m. to 3 p.me In Wisconsin, on the firgt day of the season, waterfowl, coot,
Jacksnipe, and woodcock hunting may not start before 1l p.m.

In the Central Flyway, a2ll States selected the 60-day straight season.

Shooting hours will be the same as last year--one~half hour before sunrise to
sunset, except on the opening day of the season when shooting begins at 12 o'clock
noon,

In the Pacific Flyway, Californis will have a split season rumning from
October 9 to November 13 and from December 6 to January 10, except a small portion
adjacent to the Colorado River where the season will conform to the dates selected
by Arizona which are October 23 to January 10, The area in Nevada generally
consisting of Lake Mead will also have the same waterfowl season as Arizona,

Shooting hours in the Pacific Flyway will be the same as last year, one-half
hour before sunrise to sunset, except on the opening day of the season, or the
first day of a aplit season, when shooting begins at 12 o'clock noon.

The open seasons and the beg and passession limits prescribed by the regula-
tions for ducks, geese, coot, brant, woodcock, and jacksnipe are presented in
tabular form by flyways in the ettached schedules,
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