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FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

For Release JULY 31, 1955 

FIjs PBOGW IQR 1956 TO BE ~IXCAINED AT HIGH LEVEL 

With close to $55,000,000 available in appropriated end special funds, pro- 
grams of the Msh and 1Jildlife Service in the next12 months will continue at the 
same high level as in the past fiscal year, Secretary of the Interior Douglas 
Mcrtiy announced today; 

'!the Department*8 work in helping protect and expand the priceless fish and 
wildlife resources of our country is more important than ever tith the number of 
hunters and fishermen increasing by leaps and bounds each year," Secretary McKay 
said; nWe intend to carry it forward with the utmost vigor." 

Funds appropriated directly by the Congress for use in fiscal 195/j amount to 
$12,675,500; This is an increase of $1,222,500 over the 1955 amount. 

Appropriated funds, however, constitute onlg about one-fourth of tie total 
available to the Service; About three-fourths of the Servicele appropriations come 
fraan speoial funds such as the revenue from duck stamps, taxes on fishing lx&l&, 
and arms and ammunition, and other sources. 'Ihe amunt of such special funda avail- 
able to the Service increases as more sportsmen enter the field. 

"The Service received $l,OO~!,OOO for uontinuation of construction on the 
Devil's Kitchen Dam at the Crab Orchard National ?~ildlife Refuge in southern 
Illinois', Congress stipulated, however, that these funds are to be transfer&d to 
the Corps of Engineers, Department of the &my, which agency will have full 
responsibility for aonstruction of the projecta The Service will use '1)21O,OGO in 
1956 to continue construation of two new hatcheries at Etillen, Ga., and North 
Attleboro, Mass., and to erect new buildings at the Pittsford, Vt., Uelaka, Fla., 
and Springvillei Utah, stations. 

A substantial increase in the output of hatchery-reared fish for stocking 
inland lakes and stresnls is expected to result from additional funds amounting to 
$305,000 &ich were appropriated to the Service in fiscal year 1~56 for its fish 
propagation and distribution work. 

At the present time the Service operates 89 fish-cultural stations in 42 
States. In calendar year 1954, these hatcheries produced and distributed 
208,000,OOO fish, weighing $393,000 pounds. 9 

For 1956, Aurds to provide for the maintenance of hatcheries, equipment, and 
fish screens were increased by $155,000. This will permit a more adequate program 
of maintenance at hatchery installations and the necessary replacement of equipment 



haddiWmal ~~WO,OOO, to rbpup fish m&ion, was added to the operating 
allotments of 28 hatcheries for witi& Congress provided Ws for &nprovment and 

.expansion of facilities in the past five ysars. these hat&&es are located in 
areas where the dmand for fish for atockina; purposes has greatly exoeedsd the 
present production of these units. lb9 increase of $lgO,OOO will permit the 
expanded facilities at these unite to be utllimd to 92 percent of ~apacrity. Ahto 
the Service will resumein1956its 3mportantmussel propagationprogrem which wa8 
temporarily discontinued. 

An ixwrease of %O,OOO has been granted by Congress for wildlife research in 
support of agriculture. The major portion, $&OOO, is for a study of the basic 
conditions thatcontrolrodent, rabMt, andpredatornmbers on the graaing ranges 
of western public lands. 'Ibis studyw5.ll be direct&and coordinatedbya research 
teambeing established at the Serdce's Denver Research Laboratory. Oft&e 
rainder, ~lO@C-is to be used for a study to improve mmal control Mh3ds; 
$6,000 for bird depredation work in mnnection with the reseed 

"Ib. 
of southern pine 

lander including the problem of dep.redation of field crops; and 0,000 for the 
Service to cooperate with the State of Colorado in developing methods for the con- 
trol of pocket gophers. These studies will be carrfed out in olose oooperatfon 
with State and other Federal agencies. 

In Alaska, there the camercial fisheries provide the chief source of wealth 
and employment, and a major source OP tmc revenue, the Service's salmon conserva- 
tion program in 1956 will oontinua at the same level as in the p8st two yeame 
Better coordination of field autivitiea and iqzovment of law enforcement and 
management progmas can be expected a8 E: result of the resent reorganization of the 
field staff. 

"For f&xmal work on the Pribilof Islands expenditures during 1956 will f&d. 
about ~1,231,000. During this period, contractors will complete construction of 
houses, school, and hospital buildings, warehouses, and o,ther facilities for the 
native Aleut population of the Islands at a total cost for the program of 
~1,500,000." 

Congressional funds of $337,000 provide an increase of $?4000 for studies in 
connection with water reshrce developments.to deternine mans for lessening atly 
adverse effect on the fish and wildlife re~ourcea Moreover, the fupds provided 
are subject to less limitation on use than in previous years, since they provide 
for the financing of a "hard-core" staff for river basins investigations for the 
first time. 

During fiscal year 1956 the Service's Office of River Basin Studies will 
undertake anumber of hportantstud$es under the Coord3lnationActof3946. 'Ihe 
principal investigation, utilixing the increase till be a survey of the Middle 
Snake River Basin in Idaho there ~Tvelargerpower ocmpaniesintie Pacific North- 
westhavepooledtheirresourees to fileanapplicationwitht;heFedersl Power Can- 
mission for construction of a dam in the Clearmter River Drainage and two dms on 
the Snake River a shortdis~oerrpsfream~om~emouthof the Sa&nonF&ver~ 
Other dams are plannedin the Hells CanyonReach. Since very large fishand big 
garme values are involved in these proposed projects, the Service will make a can- 
plete investigation of the entire Snake River fWu Lewiston to Swun Fall& Field 
offices will be established at Boise and at several other localities in Idaho ia 
1956 to fao$litate field work. 
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The largest single study of an individual %reau of Reclamation project will 
be thetivestigation related to the Garrison Diversion Unit of the Missouri River 
Basin Project. Xhis unit, involving the proposed irrigation of 960,000 acres in 
the heart of the finest waterfowl producing area in the United States, with four 
reservoirs and more than 600 miles of main car&s, will have a tremendous effect on 
waterfowl resources of the country. Funds for this study will be provided by 
transfer from the Bureau of Eteclsmetion appropriation. 0 

Ihe largest single project study utilizing Corps of Engineers funds will be in 
connection with the huge Mississippi River and Tributaries Project which has been 
authorized for a number of years. &ny units of this flood control project not yet 
constructed are expected to have major effecrts on important fLsh and wildlife 
resources of the alluvial valley of the Mssissippi, 

Another major study during 1956 will be in connection I&-I& the extensive Cen- 
tral and Southern Zlorida project of the Corps of mgineers, authorized by the 
Congress in 1954. A project of this magnitude can be expected to have widespread 
effects on fish and wildlife resouroes, including coastal fisheries, Units of the 
project will be studied and constructed by the Corps over a number of years. The 
size and importance of this project led the Msh and Midlife Service to establish 
a new field office at 'Jero Beach, aTta., in 1935 to conduct necessary studies. In 
1956 this office will be expanded and the studies will be accelerated. t* 

Work of controlling predatory animals and injurious rodents will continue at 
about the same high level as 1955, with e~enditures of about $92O,OOO anticipated?: 

Greater emphasis, however, will be placed on the control of rats and mice 
around grain storages to prevent loss and contamination of cereal zrains utilized 

- for human food. Public interest in this activity has increased greatJ.y as a result 
of the recently reactivated Grain Sanitation Program sponsored jointly by Federal 
and State agencies and the grain&andIing industry. 

In addition to the $3 million which the Service will have for sn expanded 
fishery program during -?he second year of the Saltonstall-Kennedy Act, a direct 
appropriation of $l,LO8,000 will be available';for research and marketing programs 
to aid the ccamercial fishing industry, 

"About 0353,OGo will be expended during fiscal year 1956 in the exploration 
of new fishing grounds to determine the character, extent, and availability of the 
deep water resources." 

Exploration of the North Facific for off-shore salmon populations and 
exploratory surveys in the Gulf of Mexico for additional information on the tuna 
and shrimp resources x&L1 highlight the 1956 program. Baring 1955 Service explora- 
tion in the Gulf of Mexico turned up a remarkable discovery of a subsurface popula- 
tion of tuna. 

Fishery technological research is intended to promote the most efficient 
utilization of marine products and is designed primarily to assist industry in 
Improving methods of handling, processing, and marketing these products. with 
funds of $282,000, main emphasis in 1956 will be placed on quality control through 
development of voluntary standards of grade and condition for fishery products. 
Standards are already being developed for fish sticks and frozen haddock fQlets. 

_ 'Ihe fishing industry has recently displayed considerable interest in the develop- 
ment of adequate standards and grades. Most of this work will be centered at the 
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SeMse*s Boston, I&88., and College Park, Md., fishery labcratcries. The effects 
cfihwsiagandoold storags on f'ishincrdertc %mprwethepmductwhiuhreaehe8 
tb commmr is the 8ubJeet of extensive re8earch. 

The iacreasiag impcrtance of international trade in fiabery prcducte and the 
largebr iu43orts ofthsse produsts into ths United States from forefgn ccuntriesi8 
resulting in considerable attention befog given to the collsotion and analysis of 
impmtandexpsrt dataforthe guideme of the fishingitiustry. Otbremmmlo 
studies of domestic marketing sftuatioacr wi4 be nade tc aid the industry and 
Gevsrnmsnt in maintaining ths ordsrly output of fishery produsts. 
e8cncmlc studios, $43,000 will be availabls in 19%. 

For fishery 

Statistical ewerage of the fishing industry a8 a basic part of the program 
will pmidii rmnllplllmantaad researshpsrsomslwithvaluabls data onsmplagmnat, 
prcducticntreads, stcck8 incold crtoruge,andother rmdedproducticnandmerket 
iag factr. Funds for this work uncmt to $l5O,CKlO. 

2%~ Serpics's sevea&rketNswsoffices,lccatedatimpcrtsntfishproducing 
aad CCMW areas la the uaited Stat.8, will ccatiaua ths issuaM8 of daily 
rgymon supply, demand, market, and prices. Fuda for this purpose amount to 

s ' 
The Service received direct apprcpriatfons of $2&89,000 in 19% for fishery 

biological research. Thi8 amcunt is divided mcng thb follcwing activities; 
cioa8taldoff8homfishergm8ear*, $l,6jj,ooo;c~rcial fiaheryrsssarsh, 
$2l3,600; inland fishery rsssarsh, $590,4OOj a& $30soO0 for designiag fish 
protective devlces, 

In additicm to the direst apprcpriationr, many of these activities will bene- 
__ Itfzm Saltonstall-Ksnnedyandothsrfunds. 

The dirsst wprcpriation includes ~350sOO0 forreseerchon the Great Iakes 
fisherierr, tith particular emphmlr on the development of eccnomicsl methcds for 
contrclling sea lamprey8 and the cperatXonudmafntenance of experiment8land 
latex3msea~ycoatrcldwiies iastresmstributerytc UkeaMichiganand 
hperlcr. Thefhnds soprovidedwiUkeepup the &&ted States' shars ofresemrch 
snd ccntrcl until an Internntional Camission for the Great Xakes can be estab- 
llahed a8 provided In the Treaty sigaod September 10, 1954, and ratified by the 
Resident, with the ecment of the Senate, on June a, 1955. 

Fran dir-set appmpriatioas, ths national wildlife rsflags program receives 
~6,000,with~,000oftbiskinge~~ forwmmmryrepairatad rehabilS- 
taticnwcrkcmthe fjdustrial vmttatthe CrabOr- National Wildlife Rsfugs 
in amthra Illiafdu. Mditicaal funds for the refhga &wgmm, aval&blo f'kcm the 
sale cfduckstaarps, surplus refugsprcducts,and otherscurces, tillmekeapproxi- 
=tdy t5,003,4ooavailable in1956. 

2he adminis~tion of ths various fish and game laws in ths Wtsd States and 
Alaska which the Sum-lee is charged with oaforciag will have $3,589,100 in 1956 
fran all scurcos* This includes the a&iaistration cfthe Alaska fisheries and 
the Alaska game bsm,aforoumant8otirlties underthsMigratory BIrdTrsatyaad 
&meyAsts,eaforseumntoftheBlaskBas8, EUdEagls, Soakekys Salmon,aadIJurthsm 
zI!KM2tl nalibUtAct8, ramtniatmtionofthe maling Treaty&tand the mrth~st 
-riOS bttIfWhb2Q di,Ct, Ia ccnnsctioa w$th enforcement of the haddock 

_ adsr ths Nwthuest Fisheries CoswentGna Act, Ocagress prw%ded M extra 
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the Service for the employment of an experienoed fishery law enforcement officer 
who will be headquartered at Gloucester, Mass.' 

P'unds available for the Servicers Federal Aid in 'Wildlife and Fish Restoration 
programs under the Pittman-Robertson and Dingell-Johnson Acts are expected t6 be 
sunewhat in excess of last year's, with around $11 million anticipated for wildlife 
and about $5 million for sport fish work. These funds are of vital importantse in 
the restoration and better management of the fish and wIldlife resources in the 
48 states. 

Implementation of recommendations made by a Survey Team designed to increase 
efficiency and produce greater results with available funds will be continued in 
fiscal year 1956 with an increased appropriation of $35,000. 

The Team's reaosnnendations, approved by the Secretary on July 2, 1954, 
emphasised the need to decentraliss authority from Wash-on to reglonal offices 
so as to promote closer cooperation tith the States. These new funds will provide 
assistance to regional direators so they may assume additional delegations of 
authority. 
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