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SEATON JIPPROVES PLAN TO SETTLE CCNG CCNTRCWERSY CVER TULE- 
KLMW\TH LANDS 

Controversial lands in the Lower Klamath-Tule Lake region in California and 

Gregcn must be used in a manner that will fully protect the valuable mnterfo!ii 

resources of that area, Secretary of the Interior Fred A. Seaton decreed t,odey. 

Secretary Seaton’s decision offers a solution tc 3 controversy which has 

existed for nearly a quarter of a century over the question of a Federal policy of 

keeping control over several thousand acres of former marsh area in the Klamath 

Basin to meet the Department’s needs for wildlife management and a Federal policy 

of opening these lands to homesteading. 

Tile Klamath Basin has alwa;rs been an important concentration area for sigra- 
tcry waterfoV1 along the Pacific Flyway, and remains so in spite of t’ne f!ct that 
the original water and marsh area of 187,000 acres in Tule and Lcwer Klsmcth Lakes 
has been reduced by land reclamation to nbout 25,OCO acres. The area prcvides 
feeding and resting facilities for a peak of more than 7,000,OCO migratory aater- 
fowl during their semiannual migrations, 9bout 80 percent of the iv,vnterf%/l in ths 
Pacific Flyway pass through the area. 

The lands involved include a portion of those which were ceded to the United 
States in 1905 by California and Oregon for reclamation purposes, They Xe in $he 
Klamath Irrigat,ion Project, which supplies water to about 2OC,OOO acres of farm- 
land, and also are in the Lower Klamath and Tule Lake National Wildlife Refuges. 
These lands have been reclaimed and are being farmed, but porticns used for carrg- 
ing out the Department of the Interior’s responsibility for migratory T;;ildfov;l 
conservation have been retiined under Federal ownership and fermed under lease 
agreements, 

The center of the controversy has been about 10,000 acres in the bottom of 
the bed of what formerly was Tule Lake, This area serves as an emergency sump, 01’ 
reservoir, for excess flood waters from the Tule Lake Irrigation District. These 
lands are farmed under lease by veterans of World War II, The leases contain 
cropping regulations calculated to provide wild fowl food after the ccmmerciol 



crops are harvested, The Fish and Wildlife Service and the game agencies of 
California and Oregon declare that retention of the present leasing system is 
essential to maintain the wildfowl population of the Pacific Flyway without danger 
of extensive crop depredation, unless or until substitute wildfowl habitat along 
the Flyway has been provided, 

The Bureau of Reclamation is conducting investigations in an effort to 
provide substitute wildfowl habitat in the area, Should this experiment be 
successful it might provide a substitute area for growing the necessary waterfmi 
food, But until dependable substitute habitat is an accomplished fact, Secretary 
Seaton’s decision will defer homesteading, Amendment of present laws covering 
the project in conformance with the pattern of Secretary Seaton’s decision is the 
next step. 

Lower Klarnath National Wildlife Refuge was established in 1908. 1-t contains 
22,800 acres, Tule Lake National Wildlife Refuge was established in 1928, and 
now contains 37,337 acres, 
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