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BRUCES EDDY DaM AND DESFRVCIA IIT IDAHC

A report evalusting the probable effects cf ccnstructicn of the propesed
Bruces Eddy Dam and Reservoir preject in Idahc con fish and wildlife resources and
recormending conservation mesasures in event the dam is authcerized by Congress was
released today by the Fish and Wildlife Service of the Department cf the Intericr.

The repert, issued after a four-year study, was signed by D. L. licKernan,

a1

Director of the Bureau of Ceommercial Fisheries, and by A, V. Tunigcon, Actin

(319}

Director of the Bureau of Spert Fisheries and Wildlife. The document was ad-

dressed tc Arnie J. Sucmela, Commissioner of Fish and Wildlife of the Department
cf the Interior. The study was rnade with the cooperation of the Idahe Repartment
of Fish and Game.

\he Morth Ferk drainc"e would

The effect of the project cn big-z Mo
rwater elk

be highly adverse, according to the re
the largest in the United States.

The repvort states the project also would damage both resid

ent and nigratory

es, The most damaging effects would be 1o the gteelhend trout, £0 perceni of
which spawn above the Bruces Eddy Dam site, If the project were te be con-
structed there is no assurance that the runs of migratcry fish could be main-
tained at even present low levels.

I the preject is authorized, the twe Bureaus recommend that conservaticn
development of fish and wildlife resources chould ke included as 2n author-
project purpese and that the following measures be takens

Figh paccage facilitiez at Bruces FEddy Dam be undertslen at sn estimated
cot o of $15 milliong



Facilities for artificial propagation of anadromous fish be included at an
estimated cost of $2 million for construction and $200,000 a year for operation;

Facilities be provided for the annual production of 500,000 catchable-sized
trout for stocking the reservoir and its tributzries at an estimated construction
cost of $600,000 with an annual operating cost of $90,000;

A flow of not less than 2,000 second-feet of water in the Nerth Fork of the
Clearwater be made below the dam at all times and the temperature of the water is
to be maintained between 45 degrees and 65 degrces Fahrenheit;

Stream improvement work above the reservoir at a cost of %1 million to be
carried out with outlet structures in the dam so designed and located that down-
stream migrating fish will not be drawn into them; and

Lands additional to project necds be acquired and made available for manage-
ment and habitat improvement for big-game, especially elk, at an estimated cost
of %1,900,000 for acquisition of the necessary land and initial development.

There were also recommendations which would assure the public the fullest
possible use of the area, provide for consultation and cooperation in minimizing
the adverse effect of transporting logs downstream, and assure cooperation between
the Forest Service, the Fish and Wildlife Service, and the Idaho Department of
Fish and Game in the management of the acquired lands.

Copies of the report are available from the Fish and Wildlife Service,
Department of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C,
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