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SECRETARIES OF DEFENSE, I!XCERIOR 
SIGN MEMORANDUY OF UNDERSTANDING 

Secretary of Defense Thomas S. Gates, Jr. and Secretary of Interior Fred 
A. Seaton today signed a Memorandum of Understarrding for the Conservation of 
Fish and Wildlife Resources on Military Installations at a noon ceremony in 
the Pentagon. 

Also present were Assistant Secretary of Interior Ross Leffler, Assistant 
Secretary of Defense Charles C. Fixucane9 Deputy Assistant Secretary of De- 
fense Stephen S. Jackson, Deputy Assistant Secretary of. Defense Errett P. 
Scrivner, Major General Robert W. Porter, Jr. (USA), Rear Admiral Eugene 
Peltier (USN), Brigadier General Robeit F. Burnham, (US?'), axd. representatj?:: 
of the national conservation societies. 

Secretary Gates said: 

"I am happy that we can meet here today to sign this joint bmorandum of 
Qtderstanding between the Departments of Defense and Interior. It recognizes 
and confirms the relationship and responsi.::.lities of the two Departments wi'.3 
respect to the management of fish and wil?Xle resources on military reserv,a- 
tions. 

"I have long been personally interested in and a firm supporter of the 
Department of Defense conservation program. I welcome this opportunity to 
affirm our intentions of doing the best possible job in providing for the wise 
use of the natural resources on property under the control of the Armed 
Forces. 

"This agreement recognizes the Departmemt of Interior as the advisor to 
the Department of Defense in conservation matters. The nation's conservatio? 
program is a public trust, and we welcome the advice of those persons learned. 
in the field of resource management. 

"I should also like to thank the representatives of the prominent con- 
servation organizations here today for the valuable advice and assistance the> 
have given to the Department of De<"'ense in times past. As we look ahead wii-.!I 
this more effective effort, I am sure that together we will create a more 
meaningful conservation program on military lands." 



Secretary Seaton said: 

"It is a pleasuL-e to join in signing this Memorandum of Understanding, on 
which underscores again the importance of fish and wildlife conservation to th. 
United States. 

"With the Department of Defense, the Department of the Interior is de- 
lighted to exchange information which can improve conservation techniques, to 
~l?S new conservation programs 9 and to work with state and local conservation 
agencies to safeguard these valuable resources of fields and lakes and streams 
under military jurisdiction. 

"Me enter on this cooperative -effort with enthusiasm and look with hope 
toward the beneficial results it will produce in the years ahead." 

END 

(Photographs of the scroll are available at Defense News Branch and Audio- 
Visual Division.) 
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TOUW~ I& da&pm of prrb w~‘u, t& /WAS to tbir agmment mut~A+ rccognizz the United 

States Fir6 and Wildliji Serke, D+t& of the Imtehr, bemu- m/mad to as tbe Serwike, as rbe appropriate 

Federal rewarrb anfboeit~ aad Ibc tub&xl ad+ and coasn&g agewy fw pfanning the develcpment and 

management of /sb rad luillli/c conwrwtion pmgr.31~1 *II tbase arms presently under military control or wbicb 

may come under web mntrol in the fmtuw. 

To promote effkthr phaiag, /br the protcxtiott and fitkt use of fib and witiflt’e on military 

instaikationr, tbc Department of Dc/cIIK a& tbc Service will wopwak in I& pthnnittg and condut of conserwtion 

programs and will ratbawge information kndiag to the imprwewnt of tubttiques, methods, practicer and 

*dares of jsb and wildlfi conservation. 

All mititary imtalkatioar or f~l?tia wbicb malain stdtabk land and water areas as cktermined after 

ronsuhation with antbwized Fadc+rl or State wnawtion ahwitia, &all baw dtl ache, progrcrrive program fbr 

the manrrgnnnt and mnservation of@ aad Ail+ rmonrca consistent with tbe missions of the inrtailnrions. 

Wbm valid subsistitzg agreements do not wkt, rommatukn of ali military inrtalkztions and faciLitie& 

;tt acrordarrce u,itb Section 2671 of Titk 10, United States Code, are cnmuragef to seek technical assistance from, 

and to e.wcutc appropriate cooperative agreements with Federal, Slate or local conrenation agencies at the regionat 

or comma,td heI to improve firb and wi&flt~e resources on their installations, hchding the ordprly hanest and 

mnfrol of the fish aad rcikiltye poptdations. 

The .‘+rr,ire arrd the Departmest of Defesre, coornirlent with their primary objectiwr and responsibilities, 

avd tbr r~rzrilrrbility off d NII I and persornzef. will eadear~or in rsrry porsibfe irrrtaare, to cooperate iu tbr dwelopmerrt 

rrsJ f&-fhm~~~~ of courrwation programs of mthal herest. “Jul% Ii, 1960 


