
.?ecr?targ of the Interior Fred A. SeAton today announced establishment. cf the 

-! 8 million acre Kuskckwim Naticnal il'ildlife Range in west,ern Alaska, -- . Today's 

action makes final withdraw1 steps initiated in 191+8, 

The Kuskckwim Nationcal Wildlife Range is locat,ed in the Yukon-Kus&kwim 

River delta in western t21e.skq. It extends across the grcfit fiat rrr,rsh 2nd tundra 

from the mcuth oi the Kinak River north -i;r, Hrcper Fay and east to Call ieke and 

tl:e head nf Faird Inlet. The area nil1 be one nf the Nation's largest ~:ildlife 

consarvati ciri sreas. 

Secretary Seston said the area is probably the greatest w&terfoel breeding 
iymJn3 on the Wri,h American Continent. The are2 contributes many 3~ousands 92 
birds to the Pacific Flyway and is the breeding and nesting grounds fcr waterfcy?l 
v!hi::h are tkie object of sportsmen all along the Pacific Ccast. 

In addition tr waterfnii'l, the arefi also sujqorts red arid V:hite foxes, mink, 
qtter, and muskrat, It is mostly an uninhabited, brackish arc2 ucith a few -pat&e? 
of lw willows and many miles of ear&y, wet tundra. Secretary Sexton explained 
that establishmer,t of the Range v:ruld in nc iz?ay affect the right rf the natives 
in the area to hunt, fish, trap and carry (7n their o';her normal activities. The 
ifirds, hc ve ve r ~111 be clcsed ts all fnrms 

:nd 
of dispcsiticn under the rllb1i.c land 

laws. Xning mineral leasing mill still be permit,-ted, -though xly oil and gas 
eqloration and development wuld be carried out under Frotec%inn of the I?eyc,rt- 
merit ' 3 ~il3li-Ce land leasing rules pertaining tn Alaska wildlif'e areas. 

Funds fcr development, oyeraticn and maintenance cf this and other new aild- 
life n;x-~~gement areas in Alaska Xwill be requested frcm the next f;on,cre:_;s. 



Establishmect of -I& I(uskokwim National lWi.ld3.lfe Range culminated years of 
cf-:ort to guarantee pres.-L ~-vat-iox; of this vital link in the i;acific F1y;ia.y system. 
pie 2,$2;!, square miles included in the Rar.ge represent the minSmum area required 
l;r? assure the IGng-term cocservatior! of ti;e valuable TaterfosYI breeding and 
nesting grounds, the Secretary said. State-cwned inland navigable water areas 
are not included in the Range. Furthermore, the Range does not include any lands 
or waters granted to the State of Alaska by virtue of t,he Alaska Statehood Act. 

This Kuskokwim area was the subject of a pubilc heairing in Bethel, Alaska, 
in 1956. At the hearing many local residents expressed concern about establishing 
the Ral?ge, fearing that it would seriously impair the livelihood of the natives 
who hunt, fish and trap there.. The order creating the Range specifically protects 
the natives ’ rights to continue these activities as in the past. 

A complete description of the affected area and the specific terms of the 
actual order will be published in the Federal Repister. -.-- - 

A map showing the general location of the wildlife Range is attached. 
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