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SECRETARY SEATON ESTABLIZHES 1.8 MILLICN ACRE
KUSKNKWIM NATINNAL WILDLIFE RANGE IN ALAGKA
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1.8 million acre Kuskckwim Naticnal Wildlife Range in western Alaska. Tcday's
acticn makes fingl withdrawal steps initiated in 1948,
The Kuskckwim National Wildlife Range is located in the Yuken-Kusxokwim
River delta in western Alaska. It extends across the great flat marsh and tundra

from the mcuth of the Kirsk River north t» Hooper Bay ard eact to Dall Iske and
the head of Paird Inlet. The zrea will be cne of the Naticn's largest wildlife
conservation aress.

Secretary Seaton sald the area 1s probably the greatest waterfowl breeding
ground cn the North American Continent. The arsa corntributes many thousands »f
birds to the Pacific Flyway and is the breeding and nesting grounds fcr waterfowl
which are the objiect of sportsmen all along the Pacific Cocast.

In addition tn waterfowl, the ares slsc supports red and vwhite foxes, mink,
ntter, and muskrat., It is mhotly an uninhabited, brackish area with g few patcher
of lew willows and many miles of marshy, wet tundra. Secretary Sesaton explsained

that establishment of the Range wruld in no way affect the right of the nativ

in the area to hunt, fish, trap and carry on their other normal activities. The
lands, hcwever, will te clesed to all forms of dispesition under the public land
laws. iining and mineral leasing will still be permitted, though any oil and gas
exploration and develcpwmert would be carried out under rrotection of the Depart-
ment's wildlife land leasing rules pertaining to Alaska wildlife areas.

Funds for developmert, oreraticn and maintenance of this and other new wild-
life management areas in Alaska will be requested from the next Congress.



Establishmert of the Kuskolwim National Wildlife Range culminated years of
fort to guarantee preservation of this vital 1ink in the Pacific Flyway system.
2,924 square miles included in the Range represent the minimum area required
ssure the long-term conservation of the valuable waterfowl breeding and
ting grounds, the 3ecretary said. State-owned inland navigable water areas
are not included in the Range. Furthermore, the Range does not include any lands
or waters granted toc the State of Alaska by virtue of the Alaska Statehood Act.
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This Kuskokwim area was the subject of a2 public hearing in Bethel, Alaska,
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n 1954 At the hearing many local resident
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the Range, fearing that it would seriously impair the livelihood of the natives
who hunt, fish and trap there. The order creating the Range specifically protects
the natives' rights to continue these activities as in the past.

A complete description of the affected area and the specific terms of the
actual order will be published in the Federal Register.

A map showing the general locagtion of the wildlife Range is attached.
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