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F IS H  A N D  W IL D L IF E  S E R V IC E  

F o r  R e l e a s e  to  P M ' s , J U N E  7 , 1 3 6 1  

D O V E  C E N S U S , F IR S T  S T E P  IN  F O R M IN G  R E G U L A T IO N S , IN  P R O G R E S S  

O p e r a ti o n s  a r e  n o w  u n d e r  w a y  to  d e te rm i n e  th e  p r o d u c ti o n  a n d  s ta tu s  o f th e  

m o u r n i n g  d o v e  a s  a  b a s i s  fo r  n e x t fa l l ' s  h u n ti n g  r e g u l a ti o n s , th e  D e p a rtm e n t o f 

th e  In te r i o r  r e p o rts . 

B e tW e e n  th e  p e r i o d  o f M a y  2 0  a n d  J u n e  1 0 , th e  D e p a rtm e n t' s  F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i fe  

S e r v i c e  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  S ta te  c o o p e r a to r s  a r e  w o r k i n g  m o r e  th a n  7 0 0  c e n s u s  r o u te s  

d e te rm i n i n g  th e  tre n d  o f d o v e  p o p u l a ti o n . T h e  d a ta  s o  g a th e r e d  w i l l  b e  s e n t to  

th e  B u r e a u  o f S p o rt F i s h e r i e s  a n d  W i l d l i fe  i n  W a s h i n g to n . 

T h e  s a m e  r o u te s  a r e  w o r k e d  e a c h  y e a r, th e  F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i fe  S e r v i c e  s a i d . 
In  m a n y  i n s ta n c e s , th e  s a m e  p e r s o n n e l  c o v e r  th e  s a m e  r o u te s  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  i n  
s u c c e s s i o n . 

T h e  s e c o n d  p h a s e  o f th e  ta s k  o f fo rm i n g  th e  d o v e  r e g u l a ti o n s  w i l l  c o m e  o n  
J u n e  2 6 . O n  th a t d a te , th e  S e r v i c e ' s  B u r e a u  o f S p o rt F i s h e r i e s  a n d  W i l d l i fe  w i l l  
m e e t w i th  i n te r e s te d  o r g a n i z a ti o n s  to  d i s c u s s  th e  r e s u l ts  o f th e  a n n u a l  c a l l  c o u n t 
a n d  to  e v a l u a te  th e  s ta tu s  o f b o th  th e  m o u r n i n g  a n d  th e  w h i te -w i n g e d  d o v e . 
R e g i o n a l  r e p r e s e n ta ti v e s  o f g a m e  a n d  fi s h  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  a s s o c i a ti o n s  a n d  p r i v a te  
c o n s e r v a ti o n  a s s o c i a ti o n s  h a v e  b e e n  i n v i te d  to  a tte n d . T h e  m e e ti n g  w i l l  g i v e  
i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  o r g a n i z a ti o n s  i n te r e s te d  i n  d o v e  m a n a g e m e n t a n  o p p o rtu n i ty  to  
s h a r e  i n fo rm a ti o n  o n  th e  s ta tu s  o f th e  m o u r n i n g  a n d  w h i te -w i n g e d  d o v e s . It w i l l  
a l s o  g i v e  th e  B u r e a u  a  c h a n c e  to  h e a r  s u g g e s ti o n s  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  h e l p fu l  i n  
d e v e l o p i n g  th e  B u r e a u ' s  r e c o m m e n d a ti o n s  fo r  th e  1 9 6 1 - 1 9 6 2  d o v e  r e g u l a ti o n s . 

R e s e a r c h  c o m p l e te d  a b o u t tw o  y e a r s  a g o  i n d i c a te d  th a t th e r e  a r e  th r e e  
m o u r n i n g  d o v e  p r o d u c ti o n - h a r v e s t u n i ts  i n  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s . T h a t i s ,th e r e  a r e  
th r e e  a r e a s  w h i c h  a r e  r e l a ti v e l y  i n d e p e n d e n t o f e a c h  o th e r  a s  fa r  a s  th e  p r o d u c -  
ti o n  a n d  h a r v e s ti n g  o f th e  d o v e s  a r e  c o n c e r n e d . T h i s  m e a n s  th a t e a c h  a r e a  c a n  
b e  m a n a g e d  a s  a  u n i t i n d e p e n d e n t fro m  th e  o th e r s  a n d  s h o o ti n g  d a y s , h o u r s , a n d  
b a g  l i m i ts  i n  o n e  a r e a  n e e d  n o t n e c e s s a r i l y  a p p l y  to  th e  o th e r s , L a s t y e a r  w a s  
th e  fi r s t ti m e  d o v e  h u n ti n g  r e g u l a ti o n s  w e r e  b a s e d  u p o n  p r o d u c ti o n - h a r v e s t u n i ts . 



Prev ious ly management was on a nat iona l bas is. The un its genera l ly are east of 
the Miss iss ipp i River, from the River to the Rocky Mounta ins, and west of the 
Rock ies to the Pac if ic coast. 

During Ju ly, outs ide hunt ing dates and bag l imits for doves in each of the 
three un its wi l l be estab l i shed by the Department. States with in each un it wi l l 
then se lect hunt ing seasons and bag l imits with in that framework. 

Dove hunt ing is a ma jor sport in the southeastern States. It is a lso a 
ma jor sport in Texas and southern Cal iforn ia. Last year, e ighteen States and the 
Distr ict of Co lumb ia d id not a l l ow mourn ing dove shoot ing. These were in the 
northern part of the country fromMontana, and Wyom ing eastward, inc lud ing North 
Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Iowa, Minnesota, Wiscons in, Mich igan, Ind iana, 
Ohio, New Jersey, New York, Connect icut, Massachusetts, Vermont, New Hampsh ire, 
andMa ine. 
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