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DUCK HUNTERS URGF,D TO SHOOT ORLY DRAKES 

An appeal to duck hunters to participate in a sporting effort this fall to 

speed the waterfowl recovery by shooting only drakes and sparing the hens to nest 

next year was made today by the Fish and Wildlife Service of the Department of the 

Interior. 

The idea for the campaign which was developed in cooperation with the 

Mississippi Flyway Council is based on the fact that drakes normally out-numbered 

hens in the population of most species on their return to the nesting grounds. 

Although the species hatch in equal numbers, female ducks are more vulnerable to 

predation during the nesting season and to shooting during the fall; therefore, 

fewer of them survive each year. 

If the gunners concentrate on the drakes, this surplus will bear the brunt of 

the harvest this fall and each hen saved will be a potential nesting duck to bring 

off a brood next year. 

To make this campaign successful, hunters will have to let the ducks come in 
close and make certain at what they are shooting before they pull the trigger, it 
was pointed out, When they do this, not only will they be able to help the 
conservation effort by shooting just drakes but it will also be possible for them 
to identify and avoid shooting species of ducks which are either completely 
protected or which are subject to reduced bag limits. Canvasback and redhead 
ducks may not be shot at all and hooded mergansers and wood ducks have reduced bag 
limits in all flywsys. There is also reduced bag limit on black ducks in the 
Atlantic Flyway and black-bellied tree ducks may not be shot in Texas. Only in the 
case of the black duck is it impossible to identify and separate adult male and 
female ducks in flight. 



To help new hunters learn how to identify ducks, a free, illustrated field 
guide, “Know Your Bucks, I1 in revised form is again being supplied by Fish and 
Wildlife Service this fall. In the guide are shown the dabbling and diving ducks 
which are sought by American hunters. The special markings which help identify 
the drakes and hens of species are pointed out. Copies of the field guide may be 
secured from regional offices or wildlife field stations of the Fish and Wildlife 
Service’s Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife. Regional Offices sre located at 
Portland, Oregon; Albuquerque, New Mexico; Minneapolis, Minnesota; Atlanta, 
Georgia; Boston, Massachusetts; and Juneau, Alaska. 

I * * * 
Note to Editors: Attached are clip sheet of illustrations of different ducks 

from the lXnow Your Duck@ field guide for hunters and also 
a copy of the cartoon-poster developed by the Service to call 
attention to the special campaign to save female ducks to nest 
and raise broods next year. 
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