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INTERIOR DEPARIMENT ADVISORY GROUP VIEWS STATUS OF FISHERIES

A searching look at the present status and future of the Nation's commercial
fisheries was taken by the American Fisheries Advisory Committee at its 14th
meeting, held May 24 and 25 in Washington, D, C. The meeting was opened by
Frank P, Briggs, Assistant Secretary of the Interior for Fish and Wildlife, whc
called for serious deliberations by the Committee on problems facing the American
fishing industry.

The Committee, an advisory group to Secretary of the Interior Stewart L.
Udall, spent much of its session working as four study groups, composed of five
members each, These groups assessed the Atlantic area, the Pacific area, the
Gulf and Caribbean area, and the Inland areas, reporting to the full Committee
and the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries on the current status of the fisheries in
these areas and what the situation is likely to be in the immediate future and
in 1975.

Significant among the findings were the growing effect of international
activities upon the fisheries and the need for long-range planning. The increasing
amounts of fishery products being imported into the United States, the competition
with other nations for the resources of the sea, and the need for using presently
untapped fish species also were stressed,

The groups also recommended to the Bureau of Commerical Fisheries an accel-
eration of its marketing program. The Committee felt that some United States
markets lost to imporits could be regained byan aggressive promotion of fishery
products and that the per-capita consumption of fish in the United States could
be increased through such means as consumer education on the nutritional value of

fish. The need for improved and consistent quality also received considerable
attention.



Under Secretary of the Interior James K. Carr addressed the meeting and
emphasized the potential of increased fish production as a means of utilizing
all marine resources, of providing an opportunity for tremendous expansion of the
fishing industry, and of the United States taking the lead in solving world-wide
problems of hunger and malnutrition,

Mr. Carr said the Department is solidly behind a proposal to manufacture
fish protein concentrete from whole fish for human consumption and said he is
optimistic about the manufacture and distribution of this protein supplement on
a world-wide basis,

The Bureau of Commercial Fisheries described its work in the fish protein
concentrate field., The Bureau is exploring various methods for manufacturing the
concentrate, including chemical and other extraction processes that have shown
promise, The Bureau's preliminary findings indicate that fish protein concentrate

is a cheap, highly nutritional, easily stored and transported product with a
variety of uses,

Among other Bureau programs reviewed for the Committee were the Bureau's
participation in the Tropical Atlantic Oceanography Survey, its vessel construc-

tion differential subsidy program, its student fellowship progrem, and its long-
range program planning.
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