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DUCK PRODUCTION OUTLOOK IS STILL PIUXARIOUS, INTERIOR REPORTS 

Reports from waterfowl survey teams of the Department of the Interior's Fish 

and Wildlife Service, whc, are covering the breeding grounds in the northern 

United States and in Canada, indicate that the breeding population is smaller 

than any year since the summer waterfowl surveys began in 1951, 

For the past several years , severe drought has gripped the Continent's 

primary "duck factory, I’ the prairie pothole region of North Dakota, South Dakota, 

and Minnesota in the United States and Saskatchewan, Manitoba, and Alberta in 

Canada. One bright spot in this yearts picture is the improvement of water and 

habitat in the Dakotas and in Minnesota. Increased production from this area, 

however, is not expected to compensate for the lack of production in the southern 

portions of Canada's Prairie Provinces, the Fish and Wildlife Service said. 

Aerial survey flights in southern Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Manitoba have 
been completed. The survey data indicate a 37 percent decrease +n the breeding 
population in these areas. Mallard ducks are 12 percent below 1961 and pin-tails 
are down 2% percent. 

"In years of sufficient rainfall, the southern portions of the Prairie 
Provinces have been responsible for from 50 to 80 percent of the total continental 
duck production, I1 the Service stated. “The significance of this region becomes 
even more evident when only those ducks important in the harvest are considered. 
In 1956, from 75 to 95 percent of the mallards, pintails, blue-winged teal, 
canvasback, and redheads were produced in this area. These species collectively 
make up approximately two-thirds of the total duck kill in an average year.” 

According to officials of the Servicers Bureau of Sport Fisheries and 
Wildlife, which conducts the surveys, there was just enough snow runoff and 
rain in many of these areas to make the situation potentially more serious than 



last year. Many of the shallow potholes and lakes formed from last winter's 
runoff attracted nesting ducks in May, but could dry up in July, reducing chances 
for survival of the young) flightless birds. This potential danger has been 
somewhat alleviated in southern Manitoba by recent rains. 

Only preliminary reports have been received from survey teams in Alaska, 
the Northwest Territories, northern Saskatchewan, northern Manitoba, Ontario, 
and Quebec. Late ice breakup and inclement weather have delayed the survey in 
these northern areas. 

Early reports from the Northwest Territories indicate that the number of 
breeding birds is down 50 percent. A crew flying northern Saskatchewan, northern 
Manitoba, and Ontario reported substantial increases throughout much of its 
survey area except for the important Saskatchewan River Delta, where duck 
populations were down 25 percent. 

The duck nesting areas will be flown again by the survey teams in July. The 
brocd count made at that time will reveal the success of the breeding season 
and will give a reliable index of the number of birds that will move south in 
the fall. This information, plus other data, will provide the basis for 
establishing this fall's waterfowl hunting regulations, 
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