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FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE Most or Flanagan - Interior 5634
For Release to PM's, AUGUST 7, 1962
DECLINE IN FALL DUCK FLIGHTS IS FORECAST

Declines in this fall's duck flights in all four of the Nation's waterfowl
flyways were forecast today by the Department of the Interior following the mid-
summer waterfowl production survey by the Fish and Wildlife Service.

Despite optimistic reports that a drought of several years' duration in the
Continent's primary "duck factory" on the northern prairies may be breaking, the
reduced nesting population--down 17 percent from last year--coupled with decreased
prcduction and the spottiness of the improvements in water conditions indicate a
reduced fall flight.

Duck populations have been declining somewhat irregularly since 1956 and the
Continental nesting population this year is about 43 percent below the 1956 level,
the Department said.

The fall flight forecast is based on an extensive waterfowl production survey
that has just been completed by the Service's Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wild-
life in central and northern Canada and on information collected by the Bureau and
by cooperators in duck nesting areas in the States and in other parts of Canada.

The Service's report was presented today in Washington, D. C., to the Water-
fowl Advisory Committee of the Director of the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and
Wildlife as it began deliberating about this year's waterfowl regulations. The
committee is composed of delegates of the four Flyway Councils, representing the
States, and officials of various national conservation organizations. The report

was presented at an open morning meeting of the committee before it went into
executive session to discuss proposals regarding hunting seasons.

The breeding pcpulation in the important prairie pothole region this summer
is down 74 percent from the 1956 peak, the Fish and Wildlife Service said. If the



drought trend is actually reversing, the nesting population returning north next
summer could improve the overall duck situation.

By flyways, the waterfowl situation and fall flight forecasts are:

Pacific Flyway: Ducks--Production areas with decreases expected to outweigh
areas with increases; a moderate decrease in the fall flight is forecast. Geese--
Canada goose, snow goose, white-fronted goose, and cackling goose flights will be
about the same as last year. Brant--A moderate increase is forecast.

Central Flyway: Ducks--Minor areas with increases will not balance decreases
in production in major areas; moderate decrease in the fall flight as compared %o
1961, Geese--Flightsof all geese about the same as last year.

Mississippi Flyway: Ducks--Same breeding ground conditions as for the Central
Flyway; a moderate decrease in duck flight as compared to 1961. Geese--Flights of
all geese about the same as in 1961,

Atlantic Flyway: Ducks--Average duck population still below peak levels of
1953-56. All sources of information combined indicate a small reduction in this
fall's flight as compared with last year. Geese and Brant--A fall flight about
the same as last year is forecast.
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