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RESULTS OF MIDWINTER PACIFIC FLYWAY WATERFOWL SURVEY REPORTED
BY DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

The 1963 annual survey of wintering waterfowl in the Pacific Flyway States
has revealed a slight increase over the 1962 count, the Department of the Interior
reported today following recent completion of the tabulation.

The number c¢f ducks tallied increased 10 percent, However, a 14 percent
decrease in geese was recorded., Tallies on coots and black brant were down 15
percent and 18 percent, respectively, from 1962, A 42 percent increase in
whistling swans was recorded,

Compared with a 10-year average, Pacific Flyway ducks, geese, brant, and
swans were found to be from 4 to 1) percent above average.

On the west coast of Mexico, an 18 percent decrease was recorded in duck
numbers from 1962. Fewer geese were observed in comparison with 1962 in all
Pacific Flyway States except Idaho, Utah, and Arizona. Oregon, Nevada, and
western New Mexico recorded decreases in total waterfowl. Other States in the
Pacific Flyway are California, Washington, and those parts of Colorado, Wyoming,
and Montana west of the Continental Divide.

A total of 28 percent more mallards was observed this year than in 1962,
principally in Washington and Idaho. This was the biggest increase recorded among
Pacific Flyway ducks.

Some 308 State and Federal observers participated in the 1963 midwinter
survey in the Pacific Flyway. In addition to automobile and boat travel, 39 air-
craft flew over 28,000 miles during this survey. Visual estimates and aerial
photographs were used in the counts,

The Department explained that the continental Midwinter Survey is made to
obtain information about winter habitat conditions and the numbers of species

utilizing the various wintering grounds. For most of the geese it is regarded as
a reliable head-count, the Department said. .,



The Department also pointed out that the midwinter survey data does not
have a direct cause-and-effect relationship with the annual waterfowl hunting
regulations. The survey is only one of several sets of information used in
establishing hunting regulations each year.

The extensive survey covers the main waterfowl wintering areas of Mexico
and Canada as well as all the States. It is coordinated by the Fish and Wildlife
Service's Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife., The entire job must be
completed as soon as possible to guard against duplicate counts of birds that may
move from one area %o another because of weather changes.

On the first day of the survey, hundreds of waterfowl observers in the
United States, Canada and Mexico climb into cars, boats and airplanes to see how
many waterfowl of each species can be observed in the assigned areas. Men and
equipment from the Fish and Wildlife Service, State game and fish departments,
the United States Armed Forces, the Canadian Wildlife Service, fish and game
departments of the Canadian Provinces, and private organizations and individuals
all cooperate in carrying out this important survey.
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