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DUCKS MOVE IN ON THE SPACE AGE

A byproduct of the space age is literally going to the birds--ducks,
in fact.

Secretary of the Interior Stewart L. Udall announced todey the signing
of an agreement with the National Aeronautics and Space Administration establish-
ing a 25,500~acre National Wildlife Refuge on Merritt Island marshlands that were
acquired by NASA Jjust north of Cape Canaveral as a buffer zone between the Merritt
Island Launch Area and the densely populeted mainland of Florida,

The Merritt Island Launch Area is the site for construction of launch

facilities for NASA's manned flights.

The new Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge is the first major water-
fowl refuge on the east coast of Florida. Its marshes and surrounding waters
comprise & wintering area of major importance to waterfowl in the Atlantic Flyway.
Concentrations of up to 500,000 lesser scaup have been observed in the brackish
waters of Indian River, Mosquito Lagoon, and Banana River, Numerous ponds provide
excellent habitat for many species of waterfowl, including pintails, widgeons,
ring-necks, teal, and coots, plus a variety of egrets and herons.

The waterfowl value of the marshes within the new refuge is being enhanced
by the development of mosquito control impoundments by the Brevard County Mosquito
Control District. Under natural conditions of irreguler flooding, these marshes
have been notorious breeding places for salt mersh mosquitos. In recent years, it
has been demonstrated that impounding the marshes by means of low dikes can
effectively eliminate mosquito breeding and, at the same time, produce attractive
waterfowl habitat, The agreement between Interior's Fish and Wildlife Service and
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration establishing the refuge recog-
nizes the need for continuing mosquito control in the area and provides for full
coordination of the Bureau's waterfowl program with that of the Brevard County
Mosquito Control District.



_ Interest in establishing a refuge in this area dates back many years,

When the accelerated refuge acquisitions program began in 1958, the Bureasu of
Sport Fisheries and Wildlife--which will administer the refuge--placed the Merritt
Island area high on its list of proposed refuges. Purchase of the area by NASA
paved the way for the establishment of the refuge which is expected to meet the
need for a major waterfowl refuge on the east coast of Florida.

Secretary Udall, in announcing the agreement, pointed out that this is

a fine example of how an area acquired for one purpose can be managed to serve
additional purposes,
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