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WHOOPING CRANE MIGRATION TIME APPROACHES, INTERIOR DEPARTMENT 
APPEALS FOR PROTECTION 

If 1963 is a normal year for the whooping crane, the vanguard of this rare 

species will reach Aransas National Wildlife Refuge on the Texas coast about the 

first week of October, the Department of the Interior said today in appealing 

again to hunters to give the giant white birds a safe southward journey from 

Canada. 

Records kept by the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife, Fish and Wildlife 

Service, show that the first arrival has been as early as October 4 but that the 

customary date is a few days later. The Department hopes the cranes will make 

the 2,500-mile flight from the nesting grounds near Great Slave Lake in 

northern Canada unmolested. 

As far as is known, it has been more than 10 years since man felled a 
whooping crane during migration. In the fall of 1952 two whoopers were killed by 
gunfire. Since then, hunters of the United States and Canada have not been known 
to raise a gun at a whooping crane. In fact, many Nebraska hunters some six years 
ago passed up 8 chance to fire at several hundred white-fronted geese because two 
whooping cranes had joined the flock temporarily. 

The route of the whooper is only loosely defined. It covers a wide stretch 
of several hundred miles eastward from the Rocky Mountains in the northern part 
of the country, narrowing as it nears Aransas Refuge, Texas. Anywhere in that big 
area during October and November a lone whooper or a small group may be passing. 

There is one simple rule for everyone to follow, the Department points out: 

"Don't shoot at any big white bird." 

Twenty eight whooping cranes were counted at Aransas Refuge during the 
spring of 1963. Apparently all of these started their northward flight, Since 8 



the whooping crane does not migrate in masse but rather travels as families or 
in some other small groups or even singly, their flights across the country 
north and south are generally unnoticed. 

In the fall of 1961 there were 38 wild whoopers at Aransas. In the spring 
of 1962 these 38 headed northward. Six of these did not return to the refuge in 
the fall. Of the 32 which did return, four disappeared or hid themselves so 
successfully that they could not be found by the various reconnaissance flights 
over the wintering area. 

Unofficial reports from Canada indicate that three young whoopers were 
sighted on the nesting grounds during the 1963 summer. 
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