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196/-65 FEDERAL DUCK STAMP DESIGN CONTEST WON BY MARYLAND ARTIST

A watercolor drawing ghowing a pair of Nene geese on the volcanic slopes of
Hawaii will be the design for the 1964-65 Migratory Bird Hunting Stamp, the
Department of the Interior announced today.

Stanley Stearns of Stevengville, Maryland, drew the winning design which
was selected today from among 158 entries. Stearns slso drew the design for the
1955-56 stamp. A total of 87 artists entered this 15th annual Federal "Duck Stamp"
contest which is conducted in Washington, D. C., by the Fish and Wildlife Service.

Second and third places in the contest went to Leslie C. Kouba of Minneapolis,
Minnesota, His two drawings featured old squaw ducks and emperor geese,

The Nene goose (pronounced "nay-nay"), one of the rarest species of waterfowl
in the world, is seriously threatened with extinction., The birds are native only
to the Hawaiian Islands and in 1956 became Hawaii's official bird., The Nene is a
protected species and though it will appear on the duck stamp, it may nowhere be
hunted. A specialized cousin of the Canada goose, the Nene in the wild lives

only at an elevation of between 5,000 and 8,000 feet. It has been away from the
water so long that its feet are only partly webbed,

This year artists were urged to submit designs showing various species of
waterfowl that have not appeared on the 30 previous issues of stamp.

Contest entries this year came from 32 States, the District of Columbia, and
Canada, Pennsylvania led with 9 artists submitting 17 entries, Virginia was
second with 15 and Minnesota third with 13.

A new $3 duck stamp is issued each year by the Post Office Departiment. The
1964-65 stamp will go on sale July 1, 1964, and expires June 30, 1965. Each
migratory waterfowl hunter 16 years or older is required to purchase & stamp, in
addition to a regular State hunting license.



Revenue from the sale of the stamps is used in development of migratory bird
refuges and habitat. Normally more than two million stamps are sold annually,

Members of the judging committee were Reuben K, Barrick, Bureau of Engraving
and Printing, Treasury Department; Daniel A. Poole of the Wildlife Management
Institute; Thomas L. Kimball, executive director of the National Wildlife Federa-
tion; and Carl Scheele, curator of the Smithsonian Institution's Division of
Philately and Postal History, all of Washington, D. C.
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(Note: Glossy prints of the winning duck stamp design are available from the

Office of Information, Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of the
Interior, Washington, D, C. 20240.)
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