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MIGRATORY BIRD CONSERVATION COMMISSION APPROVES TWO NEW REFUGES

Establishment of two new national wildlife refuges in Montana and Tennessee
totaling 13,735 acres and the addition of some 6,932 acres to four existing
refuges have been authorized by the Migratory Bird Conservation Commission, the
Department of the Interior said today.

The two new refuges are the 2,719-acre Ravalli Refuge in Ravalli County,
Montana, and the 11,016-acre Hatchie Refuge in Haywood County, Tennessee.

The newly authorized Ravalli National Wildlife Refuge lies in the Bitterroot
Valley in western Montana 22 miles south of Missoula. With a minimum of develop-
ment the refuge will provide considerable breeding habitat for diving ducks and
a feeding and resting area for migrating waterfowl. Production of 2,500 to 3,000
waterfowl annually, following acquisition and development, is expected.

The Hatchie National Wildlife Refuge lies in the Hatchie River bottoms in
southwestern Tennessee. This area has the only remaining stand of bottom-land
hardwood in western Tennessee not affected by channelization and drainage.
Following acquisition and development the refuge will provide dependable winter-
ing habitat capable of accommodating 75,000 ducks.

Refuges for which additional lands were approved and the acreage to be added
are: Reelfoot Refuge, Kentucky and Tennessee, 470 acres; Brigantine Refuge,

New Jersey, 13 acres; Tennessee Refuge, Tennessee, 468 acres.
Two new divisions for the Mark Twain National Wildlife Refuge were also

approved: the Annada Division containing 4,243 acres in Pike County, Missouri,
and the Delair Division containing 1,738 acres in Pike County, Illinois.



The members of the Migratory Bird Conservation Commission are: Secretary
of the Interior Stewart L. Udall, Chairman; Secretary of Agriculture Orville L.
Freeman, Secretary of Commerce Luther H. Hodges, Senator Roman L. Hruska of
Nebraska, Senator Lee Metcalf of Montana and Congressman Frank L. Karsten of
Missouri. There is one vacancy.

Ex officio members of the Commission representing the States involved at the
December 10 meeting were: ILewis R. Martin, Administrative Assistant, Department
of Conservation, Illinois; William E., Towell, Director, Conservation Commission,
Missouri; Frank H. Dunkle, Director, Fish and Game Commission, Montana; Russell
Stuart, Commissioner, Game and Fish Department, North Dakota; and Roy Anderson,
Chief of Geme, Came and Fish Commission, Tennessee,
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