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Some Tough 01d Birds

Crowley, Oreg.: Banding records maintained by the Bureau of Sport Fisheries
and Wildlife, Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior, show that a
wild Canada goose shot near Crowley was over 21 years old, a near-record for a
wild specimen. However, birds of this species have lived much longer in
captivity.

Wildlife authorities have verified that in captivity, Canada geese are known
to have lived 75 years. A pair of geese reached this age in Marion, Ohio, and
the hen was known to lay fertile eggs and raise young until she was 63.

* ¥

Wildlife Refuge in Florida Enlarged

Cape Kennedy, Fla.: The National Aeronautics and Space Administration has
transferred an additional 13,400 acres on Merritt Island to the Department of
the Interior for wildlife refuge purposes., Total area of the Merritt Island
National Wildlife Refuge, operated by Interior's Bureau of Sport Fisheries and
Wildlife, is now 33,700 acres.

* ¥ ¥

Moose Herd Thinned on Alaska Refuge

Anchorage, Alaska: Heavy snows that cause moose to leave the mountains for
lowlands along the road system resulted in a larger-than-expected kill during
the open hunting season on the Kenai National Moose Range. The Department of
the Intericr's Fish and Wildlife Service says hunters took 400 animals. Latest
counts indicate the moose population on the refuge is now between 7,000 and

10,000.

* ¥ ¥

Final Telly Made on Whooping Crane Population

Aransas, Tex.: Forty-two whooping cranes, including ten young of the year,
are wintering at the Aransas Natlonal Wildlife Refuge, operated by the Department
of the Interior's Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife. The adults represent
the entire ccmplement of whoopers which migrated to Canada last spring, and



returned, with their young to the wintering grcunds st Aransas. There are severn
other cranes at a New Orleans zoo, and an additional injured bird is being cared
for at Mcnte Vista National Wildlife Refuge, Colorado, msking an overall total

of 50.

* ¥ K

Ancient Oyster Reefs Found Aleng Atlantic Coast

Woods Hole, Mass.: Twoc fishery biologists working at Woocds Hole Oceano-
graphic Institution here observed and studied two ancient oyster reefs dating
from about &,000 and 11,000 yesrs ago, respectively.

The oyster reefs were discovered at depths of 115 and 180 feet and extended
from Cape Cod to Cape Hatteras.

* 3 3

Advantages Seen From Further Study of Oceanography

Washington, D. C.: The Committee on Ccesnograrhy of the National Acadeny
of Sciences-~National Research Council, estimates benefits to the Nation of $6
billicn a year by 1980 from continuing Federal investment in oceanograrhic
research.

The Bureau of Ccmmercial Fisheries, Department of the Interior, 1s one of
the leading Federal agencies engaged in oceanographic rescarch., Production
increases totaling $3 billion a year are forecast from the use of oceanographic
kncwledge in developing ocean fisheries, marine mineral deposits, and marine
recrestion facilities.

Annual savings of $3 billion are forecast from improvements in shipberne
transportation, long-range weather forecasting, and cther sclentific advances.

* K ¥

lobster Is Highest Priced Crustsacean

Roothbay Harbor, Maine: The Americsn lobster, (Homarus asmericanug), iz the
largest and commercially most important crustacean in Maine waters. It suprorts
the seventh most valuable United States fishery, and brings the highest unit
price of any major species in Ncrth America.

The Department of the Interior's Bureau of Commercisl Fisheries, part of
the Fish and Wildlife Service, repcrts that records kept for 64 years show a
wide variation in production of Maine lcbsters. The high point came in 1889
when 24.5 million pounds of lobsters were taken and the low point was reached
in 1936 with cnly 5.1 million pounds caught. Preliminary data indicate that
the 1964 laine lobster catch will be down slightly from the 1963 figure of 22.8
million pounds.



* ¥ ¥

Whale Catch Down Five in 1964

Richmend, Celif,: Tiie United States catch of whales in 1964 totaled 254,
according to figures gathered by the Bureau of Ccmmercisl Fisheries, Department
of the Ilnterior. This was five less than the 1963 catch.

A1l but one of the whales wa2re taken by catcher boats cperating out of
Czlifornia perts. 4n Cregon firm reports tsking only one whale in 1964--a
finback.

Finbacks, the most valuable, accounted for 148 of the total catch. Other
species, and the number taken in 1964 include: Srerm, 63; Humpback, 27; Sei,
13; Blue, 2; and Bottlencse, 1.
-
Further detalls regarding any of these items can be obtained from the Information

fiffice, Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior, Washington, D. C.,
20240, (Area Code 202, 343-5634).
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