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SECRETARY UDALL ASKS COOPERATION OF VARIOUS GROUPS IN SAFEGUARDING POTOMAG

Secretary of the Interior Stewart L. Udall said today he has addressed a
letter to representatives of all governing bodies in the Potcmac Valley request-
ing that action be suspended on any proposals that might adversely affect
President Johnson's plan to make the Potomac River "a model of scenic and
recreational values."

The text of Secretary Udall's letter follows:

In his Message on Natural Beauty to the Congress last Monday
President Johnson stated:

"The river rich in history and memory which flows by our nation's
capital should serve as a model of scenic and recreational values
for the entire country. To meet this objective, I am asking the
Secretary of the Interior to review the Potomac River basin
development plan now under review by the Chief of Army Engineers,
and to work with the affected States and local governments, the
District of Columbia and interested federal agencies to prepare

a program for my consideration.

A program must be devised which will:

a., Clean up the river and keep it clean, so it can be used for
boating, swimming and fishing.

b. Protect its natural beauties by the acquisition of scenic
easements, zoning or other measures.

¢, Provide adequate recreational facilities, and

d. Complete the presently authorized George Washington Memorial
Parkway on both banks.

I hope action here will stimulate and inspire similar efforts by
States and local governments on other urban rivers and waterfronts,



such as the Hudson in New York., They are potentially the greatest
single source of pleasure for those who live in most of our
metropolitan areas."

I am convinced we can rise to the challenge presented by the Presi-
dent if all of us who are the chosen stewards and public trustees of the
Potomac Valley will work and plan together.

As the President's representative in this effort I will hope to sit
down with you and the members of your board in the near future to discuss
ways and means of implementing this excellent concept. In the interim
it would certainly be wise that action be suspended on any proposals that
might adversely affect our joint purpose of making the Potomac a "conser-
vation model" for the country.

Sincerely yours,
(Sgd) Stewart L. Udall

Stewart L. Udall
Secretary of the Interior

P o N . 58930—65 2



