UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT of the INTERIOR

XAk Ak hkhkhk Kk kkk kk *xhkkx k¥ ¥ *x xnews release

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Bureau of Commercial Fisheries Guinan - 343-5634

For Release to PMs December 14, 1965

INTERIOR DEPARTMENT INVITES NEW PROPOSALS FOR IMPROVED PROCESSING
TECHNIQUES OF ALASKA SEALSKINS

The Department of the Interior said today it has issued a second
invitation to firms interested in research and development in the
processing of Alaska sealskins,

Secretary of the Interior Stewart L, Udall said the invitation
responds to interest expressed by processors who were unable to reply
prior to the closing date for the previous invitation earlier this
year,

Firms submitting acceptable proposals will be asked to process
sample sealskins to demonstrate their capabilities of performing more
extensive research and development work, Proposals must be submitted
to the Director, Bureau of Commercial Fisheries, Department of the
Interior, by January 31, 1966,

Donald L, McKernan, Bureau Director, said there are sufficient

raw sealskins to support only a very limited number of new research
contracts.

In September of this year the Pierre Laclede Fur Company, St.
Louis, Mo., was awarded a one-year contract for a research program
to make Alaska sealskins more attractive to the public by improving
processing techniques and developing new products.

The research contracts require firms to seek better ways to dress
the leather, develop a variety of fur colors, improve shearing, and
fashion new luxury fur products, Director McKernan said., He said the
sealskins used under the research and development contracts remain the
property of the Government and that most of them ultimately will be
sold at auction. The Bureau expects that proceeds from sales will off-
set the cost to the Government of the research and development work,

Interior's Bureau of Commercial Fisheries manages and harvests
the fur seals of the Pribilof Islands, 300 miles off the Alaskan coast
in the Bering Sea, and cures the sealskins before shipping them to a
processor,



Under an existing contract, seven-eighths of the harvests through
1967 are delivered to the Fouke Fur Company, Greenville, S, C. for
processing and sale, The remainder of the sealskins is reserved for
experimental processing contracts with other interested firms.

Each year the United States harvests about 60,000 surplus young
animals, of which about 45,000 processed pelts are sold for the United
States account, Under the terms of the North Pacific Fur Seal Con-
vention of 1957, Canada and Japan each receive 15 percent of the annual
separate harvests of the United States and the Soviet Union. Alaska
receives 70 percent of the net proceeds from the semiannual fur seal
auctions of United States sealskins,

Other seals of the same species breed at rookeries on islands off
the coasts of Russia and Japan. These rookeries are administered by
the Soviet Union.

Further information concerning the latest invitation may be
obtained from the Division of Resource Development, Bureau of
Commercial Fisheries, Department of the Interior, Washington, D, C.
20240,
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