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INTERIOR IMPORTS ARGENTINE SNAIL KITE TO AID
ENDANGERED SPECIES RESEARCH

Thirteen young snail kites from Argentina--closely related to the Florida
Everglade kite--have been received in this country for study in the hope that
scientists may find a way to save the Florida bird from extinction.

In making this announcement today, the Department of the Interior pointed
to an earlier statement by Secretary Udall that the Everglade kite flock is so
small the Govermnment feels it unwise to use these birds for the preliminary
studies.

Both the South American kite and the Florida kite are of the same species~—
Rostrhamus sociabilis--but are members of different subspecies.

The new arrivals from Argentina will be reared at the Patuxent Wildlife
Research Center, Laurel, Md., and studied for clues to help preserve the vanish-
ing Everglade kite. Only 10 of those birds were seen in the most recent count
at the Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge in southern Florida, an apparent
decline of five since 1964. Two young Everglade kites were sighted that year,
but there is no record of young being produced in 1965.

The snail kites, common in South America, are fully grown, weigh about a
pound each, and can fly. They are about two months old.

John S. Gottschalk, Director of the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife,
said the 13 young birds were taken from five nests about 200 miles south of
Buenos Aires, Argentina. The birds were collected by Dr. Gardiner Bump, head
of the Bureau's foreign game importation program, in cooperation with Argentine
authorities.

The feet and legs of the snail kite are not as strong as those of other
hawks which feed on more active prey. The upper bill is greatly curved to
enable the birds to remove the flesh from snails, the kite's principal food.
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Director Gottschalk, said the possible decline of Ampullaria snails in
Florida may be one of the reasons for the scarcity of the Everglade kite, which
was once abundant in many fresh-water marshes of peninsular Florida. The
marshes have been drained and filled for commercial or industrial development,
depriving the Everglade kite of much of its natural habitat. Gottschalk also

said many kites have been shot, along with other hawks, by persons unaware of
their threatened status.

Wildlife bioligists at Patuxent hope to convert the snail kites to a diet
of beef and a vitamin supplement. They have no plans to release these exotic
birds in the wild, since the shipment was received only for scientific purposes.

(Note: A photo of the Argentine snail kite may be obtained from: Division of
Information and Education, Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife, Department
of the Interior, Washington, D. C. 20240.)
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