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SECRETARY UDALL CONSIDERS USE CHANGES FOR DESERT GAME RANGE 

Secretary of the Interior Stewart L. Udall announced today he is studying 
proposed changes in administration and use of the approximately 2,200,OOO acre 
Desert Game Range north and west of Las Vegas, Nevada. 

The Range primarily benefits desert bighorn sheep, an endangered species, 
and is jointly administered by two Interior agencies --the 
and Wildlife and the Bureau of Land b&agement. 

Bureau of Sport Fisherfee 

The Secretary said a study by the two Bureaus to determine the most economical 
and efficient use of the area resulted in these recommendations: 

1. The northern portion of the Game Range, containing about 1,583,GOO acres, 
be assigned to the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife. More than half of the 
western portion of this unit will continue to be cooperatively used by the Air 
Force as part of the Las Vegas Gunnery Range. 

2. The southern portion, about 600,000 acres, be placed under administration 
of the Bureau of Land Management. Increasing pressure for recreational use is 
being placed on this area because of its alose proximity to Las Vegas. Further 
recreational development would be under BLhPs jurisdiction. 

The dividing line between the two portions would be just north of U. S, 
Route 95. 

This change in jurisdiction would not affect the application of mining or 
mineral leasing laws, Provision has been made for the Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
and Wildlife to reauthorize B&permitted livestock use in the northern portion, 
consistent with management plans for the Game Range. 

There are an estimated 1,500 desert bighorn sheep on the Game Range, com- 
pared to about 300 when it was established in 1936. Approximately 95 percent of 
the sheep are in the portion’proposed for continued management by &SF&W. 

Other wildlife in the area include mule deer, which are native, and elk, 
antelope and Merriam’s turkey, all introduced. There also are Gambel’s quail, 
coyotes, bobcats, badgers, gray and kit foxes, cougar and a few wild horses and 
burros. There are more than 200 species of birds. 
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