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MIGRATORY BIRD CONSERVATION COMMISSION AUTHORIZES NEW WILDLIFE REFUGES IN 
INDIANA AND CALIFORNIA, PLUS ADDITIONS TO FIVE EXISTING REFUGES 

Two new National Wildlife Refuges --one in Indiana and another in California 

totaling 15,282 acres--plus additions for five existing refuges totaling 7,467 

acres, were authorized June 7 at a Washington, D. C., meeting of the Migratory 

Bird Conservation Commission. 

In announcing the Commission's approval to acquire the lands involved, 
Secretary of the Interior Stewart L. Udall, Commission Chairman, said the two 
new refuges will provide important wintering, resting, and nesting places for 
migratory birds in localities where such areas are inadequate or non-existent. 

In California's San Joaquin Valley, a 7,360-acre tract 20 miles west of 
Merced was approved by the Commission as the site for the San Luis National 
Wildlife Refuge. Many species of ducks as well as lesser snow geese and the 
tiny, relatively rare Ross' geese winter in this area, but wetlands suitable 
for waterfowl are rapidly disappearing. The Refuge will preserve one of the 
last vestiges of the natural San Joaquin flood plain. 

The new Muskatatuck National Wildlife Refuge, a 7,922-acre area in south- 
eastern Indiana near Seymour, will provide important duck nesting and migration 
habitat. The area in which the Muskatatuck Refuge is located was once important 
locally for waterfowl, but its value to ducks has dwindled because of drainage. 
Development by Interior's Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife will expand the 
value of the area for waterfowl as well as for other migratory and resident 
wildlife, Secretary Udall said. 

The five refuges to be enlarged and their authorized additions are: 
Missisquoi, seven miles north of St. Albans in the northwest corner of Vermont, 
1,889 acres; Holla Bend in west-central Arkansas on the Arkansas River, 3,409 
acres; the Calhoun Division of the Mark Twain Refuge in Illinois, 25 miles 
northwest of St. Louis, MO., 810 acres; Columbia in the Columbia Basin Project 
area of central Washington in Adams County, 1,244 acres; and Loxahatchee, 23 miles 
southwest of West Palm Beach, Florida, 115 acres. 



The total approved price for the refuge lands to be acquired is $5,183,950. 

In addition to Secretary Udall, members of the Migratory Bird Conservation 
Commission are Secretary of Agriculture Orville L. Freeman, Secretary of Commerce 
John T. Connor, Senator Roman L. Hruska of Nebraska, Senator Lee Metcalf of 
Montana, Representative Frank M. Karsten of Missouri, and Representative 
Silvio 0. Conte of Massachusetts. 

Ex officio members of the Commission on June 7, representing States where 
new refuges and additions were authorized, were: Dante J. Nomellini, Fish and 
Game Commission, California; Woodrow Fleming, Director, Division of Fish and 
Game, Indiana; Roger Seaman, Fish and Game Commission, Vermont; Nelson Cox, 
Game and Fish Commission, Arkansas; William J. Harth, Department of Conservation, 
Illinois; John A. Biggs, Director, Department of Game, Washington; and Dr. 0. Earle 
Frye, Jr., Director, Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission, Florida. 

xxx 

81077. 


