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SEASON LATE, BUT DUCK NESTING SITUATION IMPROVED, INTERIOR REPORTS

Preliminary reports from flyway biologists of the Department of
the Interior's Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife indicate a
late nesting season for ducks this spring, but add that conditions
in the Continent's primary duck-nesting areas on the northern
prairies are generally improved over 1965,

A cold and wet spring delayed most nesting this year and
resulted in loss of early nests, the reports said. Water conditions
in the southern portions of Canada's Prairie Provinces are better
than normal except in a belt extending across central Saskatchewan
and into Alberta.

After covering one-third of the aerial transects (flight routes)
in the tri-state area of North Dakota, South Dakota, and Minnesota,
Flyway Biologist Gerald Pospichal reported slightly fewer ducks than
in 1965 and a delayed migration. However, water conditions are
better than last year he said.

In the stock-dam habitat of eastern Montana, Flyway Biologist
Henry Hanson found both water conditions and weather favorable. He
noted a significant increase in the waterfowl breeding population,
with mallards showing the best gain. Canada geese were hatching
by May 1 and the first brood of pintails was seen May 15.

Conditions in southern Manitoba were similar to those in the
tri-state region, with some nests destroyed by bad weather. M. M,

(Mort) Smith, flyway biologist covering southern Manitoba, said
that unlike the fall of 1964, few pond margins were burned by
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farmers in 1965 and the resulting improvement in vegetation near
the water should increase nesting success.

Southern Saskatchewan has above-normal water levels except
for a belt extending northwest from the vicinity of Regina
through Saskatoon. The overall situation is about as good as
last year, ranging from fair to excellent. Flyway Biologist
Ross Hanson said his early flights show increases in all ducks.
He summed up his report with the statement that although
weather conditions are poor, the outlook is generally favorable.

Duane Norman, Flyway Biologist covering southern Alberta,
reported that late snow destroyed some early nests, but that
water levels are up in all but the east-central area, where
"dry conditions' exist. Nesting habitat in southern Alberta is
good. With migration nearly complete, Norman reported
indications of significant increases for mallards, pintails,
blue-winged teal and shoveler ducks.

The late season has delayed survey work in far northern
areas, so reports covering Alaska, and Canada's Northwest
Territories, plus northern Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec, and
Labrador have yet to be received.

After reviewing the early survey reports from the prairies,
Bureau Director John S. Gottschalk said that late nesting is
seldom good news, but he pointed out that this year's is a
delayed situation and not a renesting effort. "We are cautious,
but not pessimistic about the duck prospects for 1966," he
said.
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