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THE GRIZZLY BEAR

Of all wild creatures, few are less tolerant of man, and man less

tolerant of him, than the grizzly bear. The pages of western history

are filled with hair-raising accounts of grizzly versus man. Even

its scientific name, Ursus horribillis, reflects the respect paid by

early scientists.

This monarch of North American bears is a wilderness dweller.
Accordingly, as wild lands were occupied, the grizzly decreased until
he now is classed by the Department of the Interior's Bureau of Sport
Fisheries and Wildlife as an endangered species.

The grizzly once roamed the western part of North America from
the Arctic into Mexico and east to the Great Plains, Like the once-
great herds of bison, his presence was incompatible with farms, ranches,
cattle, and sheep. Gun-bearing settlers with traps, dogs, and poisons
understandably protected their herds-and sometimes even had to fight
for their own lives against grizzlies, It proved to be a losing struggle
for the grizzly and today he is rarely seen.

Now approximately 850 grizzlies remain in the United States south
of Canada. Nearly one-fourth of these live in two National Parks--
Yellowstone, in Wyoming-Montana-Idaho, and Glacier, in northwestern
Montana.

Adult grizzlies weigh between 600 and 1,500 pounds and vary from
almost white to dark brown. Hair on back and sides is often tipped
with silver, giving a frosted appearance and a nickname of "old silver-
tip." The grizzly is most easily distinguished from the black bear
by the hump on the grizzly's shoulders. They mate every second or
third year and may live to be 50 years old., The two or three cubs,
born during hibernation, weigh 8 to 18 ounces at birth and are 9 to
12 inches long. By fall they weigh 50 to 75 pounds; by their second
fall, 150 to 200 pounds. Hibernation, beginning in late fall or early
winter, is in natural caves in mountain terrain, with the openings
often covered by branches or debris.
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Grizzlies have a good sense of smell and hearing, but poor eyesight.
They eat almost anything, although they are largely vegetarian and relish
berries, flowers, roots and grass. They are also great scavengers,
ridding the countryside of carrion. Garbage dumps are a special delight.
Occasionally a livestock killer, the grizzly is often accused wrongly
when he is innocently disposing of the carcass of an animal he did not
kill.

Man, the grizzly's only predator, now protects him by strict
hunting regulations or completely closed seasons. On refuges he is
protected altogether. Preserving and adding to wilderness areas is
another important way to safeguard the future of this remarkable and
rare animal.
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