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WORLD WILDLIFE CONFERENCE ENDORSED BY SECRETARY UDALL
A proposed Congressional Resolution calling for a United Nations-
sponsored international conference on wildlife conservation was endorsed
today by Secretary of the Interior Stewart L. Udall.

"Most nations,'" he said, "including the less developed ones, are
beginning to realize that their wildlife resources are great economic
assets because they promote tourism, which in many countries is one of
the leading industries. Nations now realize that wildlife resources
are also of great educational, scientific, cultural, and recreational
value."

Udall, whose Department carries out the Federal Government's
responsibilities for conserving the Nation's wildlife, proposed six
specific areas of interest for discussion at such a conference:

(1) Scientific cropping of ungulates (hoofed animals) in Africa
and possibly Asia; (2) scientific fish farming in tropical and temperate
regions; (3) promotion of government interest in treaties as a means of
conserving migratory bird resources of Europe, Asia, and Africa;
(4) promotion of government interest in strengthening laws prohibiting
international trade in endangered or protected species; (5) development
of model conservation laws which could be adopted by newly emerging
nations; and (6) action programs designed to protect and preserve rare
and endangered species and their habitat.

American biologists working in Africa have demonstrated a tremendous
potential for scientific cropping of wildlife as a source of food over
much of that continent, the Secretary said. '"This fact needs nurturing
and advancement in the interest of improving the economy, physical well-
being and general welfare of the people of Africa," he added.

’



Scientific cropping of wildlife would have application elsewhere
since much of the earth's surface is not suited to production of domestic
livestock but can support native game animals, he noted,

The Secretary emphasized the need for migratory bird treaties
among nations of Europe, Asia, and Africa patterned after those between
the United States, Canada, and Mexico. He also suggested a migratory
bird treaty among the nations of the Western Hemisphere, and pointed out
that the United States and other countries of North America are in an
excellent position to promote such treaties.

"We are confident that the United States can and should
enthusiastically support an international conference on the comservation

of wildlife under the sponsorship of the United Natioms,'" the Secretary
said. He suggested that the conference be called for 1968.
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