
UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT of the INTERIOR 
*********************news release 

BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE Most 343-5634 

For Release May 16, 1967 

UDALL ANNOUNCES NEW POLICY TO CONTROL WILDLIFE DMGE 

Secretary of the Interior Stewart L. Udall announced today a new 

Federal wildlife damage control policy which had been reviewed by 

30 conservation organizations and agencies, including the Secretary's 

Advisory Board on Wildlife Management. 

The policy incorporates much of the philosophy outlined by the 
Advisory Board and reflects changes in progress since 1965, when the 
Division of Wildlife Services was established under the Bureau of 
Sport Fisheries and Wildlife. 

The policy emphasizes that the Bureau does not approve of the 
bounty system and will not engage in its use. 

The statement defines responsibility of the Department in controlling 
damage by wild animals and recognizes that while animals are sometimes 
troublesome, they also have substantial "social and aesthetic" values. 

As approved by Secretary Udall the policy states that wild animals 
cannot be categorized as either beneficial or injurious, but may be 
either or both, depending upon time or place, Control of wildlife 
populations is a resource management tool along with land acquisition, 
habitat manipulation, and harvest regulation. It affirms that attitudes 
toward wildlife are changing rapidly as a result of the complexity of 
modern-day civilization. Consequently, wildlife conservation must 
consider not only sportsmen, but also the growing number who enjoy 
seeing wild animals or who simply want to know that they exist, 

Objectives of Interior's Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
will be to protect human health through the suppression of vectors-- 
carriers of wildlife-borne diseases-- and control of birds threatening 
safety in the vicinity of airports; protection of urban areas by 
reducing economic losses from rats and mice in residential or industrial 
situations; protection of forest and range by controlling those animals 
which hinder reforestation and range restoration; protection of growing 



or stored agricultural crops from bird and rodent damage; and protection 
of livestock from depredations and wildlife-borne diseases. 

John S. Gottschalk, Director of the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and 
Wildlife, said, "These programs will be conducted only when necessary, 
in the most responsible manner possible and with scientific finesse-- 
using the best methods available. Control services of the Bureau will be 
available only upon request , and with the full approval of responsible 
agencies or landowners. In each state an annual work plan for animal 
control will be developed in cooperation with appropriate state and 
federal agencies. In conducting this program, we intend to protect the 
integrity of the environment." 

Gottschalk said the objective of the Bureau is to cooperate with 
state and federal agencies in conservation and management of the nation's 
fish and wildlife resources "for the use and enjoyment of the entire 
citizenry." 

"Our new animal control policy statement demonstrates our determination 
to resolve past misunderstandings," he added. 

In approving the new policy, Secretary Udall stated: 

"This is one more guide to wise husbandry of our wildlife resources-- 
a policy stating the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife's task of 
weighing the need for animal control against the social and aesthetic 
values of wild creatures, This is a clear declaration of purpose 
and a firm resolve that in protecting the interests of man, we will not 
jeopardize the environment in which we all must live," 

The Secretary's Advisory Board on Wildlife Management consists 
of Dr. A. Starker Leopold, University of California, Berkeley; 
Dr. Ira N. Gabrielson, Wildlife Management Institute, Washington, D,C,; 
Thomas L. Kimball, National Wildlife Federation, Washington, D.C.; 
Dr. Clarence Cottam, Welder Wildlife Foundation, Sinton, Tex.; and 
Dr. Ian McT. Cowan, University of British Columbia, Vancouver , B-C,, 
Canada. 

Copies of the complete statement can be obtained from the Bureau 
of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife, Interior Building, Washington, D-C, 20240 
or from any regional or state office of the Bureau. 
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