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WHOOPING CRANE PROJECT SUCCESSFUL
Efforts to save the beautiful whooping crane from extinction have taken
another step forward with the artificial hatching of five whooper eggs flown
from Canada to the Department of the Interior's Patuxent Wildlife Research
Center near Laurel, Md.

Secretary of the Interior Stewart L. Udall hailed the hatching as a
"major achievement in our efforts to preserve a species from extinction."

""Man has often contributed to the destruction of wildlife, but in this
successful U.S.-Canadian effort, he has shown compassion, foresight, and
a reverence for life that is commendable," Secretary Udall added.

Interior's Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife reported that "all
five chicks are doing nicely--a little wobbly and unsteady, but they are
taking food well, and, barring disease or accidents, growth should be swift
and normal."

The baby whoopers are being fed live meal worms, a special cereal mash,
and finely ground beef, with vitamins and minerals added. They are fed at
a rate of one-tenth of their body weight per day. 1In about a month meal
worms will be discontinued, and growing mash will replace the starter mash.
In addition they will be able to choose from a selection of mixed grains
as well as natural greens.

Adult whooping cranes subsist chiefly on mice, crabs, frogs, grains
and vegetable matter,

The eggs were picked up from six different nests on June 2 by wildlife
biologists of the Canadian Wildlife Service and the Bureau of Sport Fisheries
and Wildlife and flown to Patuxent for incubation., One egg began to hatch
en route, but the chick died before emerging.

Dr. Ray C. Erickson, Assistant Director of the Research Center, who
went to Canada to collect the eggs, said that much credit must be given
the alertness and foresight of Ernie Kuyt of the Canadian Wildlife Service,
who located eight mnests in Wood Buffalo National Park, Northwest Territories.
This was the largest number of nests ever found in the wild.



Now that all five chicks have hatched, conservationists have high hopes
that a breeding flock of these birds can be reared in captivity. Future
offspring will be used to bolster the wild population.

In addition to the 5 new cranes, there are 7 other whoopers in captivity.

The effort at Patuxent follows 6 years of intensive research and is
the first attempt to develop a large breeding flock from which whooping
cranes can be reintroduced into the wild.

Another bonus event for whoopers happened recently at the San Antonio,
Tex., Zoo, where a pair of whooping cranes, Rosie and Crip, produced two
eggs. If all goes well, there will be an additional increase in the
world's captive whooping crane population shortly after the Fourth of
July. Both parent birds are from the migrant population and were captured
because of injuries suffered in the wild.

Crip, the male, is a former mate of Josephine, who died when hurricane
Betsy swept through the New Orleans Zoo in September 1965. Rosie was found
in Texas with a broken wing in 1956 and recovered at the San Antonio Zoo.

At last count there were only 43 whoopers alive in the wild. Dr. Erickson
said the slow rate of increase is due mainly to the fact that each adult
pair normally rears but one chick from the usual clutch of two eggs. Addi-
tional mortality further reduces the young as well as some of the older birds,
thus the actual rate of increase is about one per year, despite some ten
nesting pairs.

"Man and his works are the principal threat to the survival of this
bird," said Dr. Erickson. ''He has adversely altered the crane's environ-
ment, making its struggle for existence more difficult. Some are even shot.”

The bird is now protected by international laws, and hunters are cautioned
not to shoot any large bird unless it is an identifiable game bird during
an established season in an area open to hunting.

Historically there was never a very large population of whoopers, but
they ranged over much of the continent from the Artic to central Mexico
and from the Rockies to the Atlantic. Today the remaining wild flock
winters at the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge on the Texas Gulf Coast
and then migrates to Canada to nest and rear its young.

The whooper is a bird of stately beauty. When mature, it is white
except for wing tips, which are black. Adults stand 5 feet tall with a
crimson crown. Wings are spread fully 7 feet when in flight, and the
birds fly at great heights for long distances during migration.

Note to Editors: 8 X 10 black and white photos of baby and adult
whoopers are available from Office of Conservation
Education, Bureau of Sport Fisheries and wWwildlife,
Interior Building, Washington, D. C. 20240
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