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D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T H E  INTERIOR 
B u r e a u  o f S p o r t F ishe r i es  a n d  W ild l i fe 

Fo r  Re l e a se  D e c e m b e r  2 2 , 1 9 6 7  Car ro l l  3 4 3 - 5 6 3 4  

D U T C H  D U C K  P L A G U E  K IL L ING  D U C K S  IN L O N G  IS L A N D  A R E A  

T h e  D u tch  duck  p l a g u e  h a s  e n te r e d  th e  Un i t ed  S ta tes  a n d  is k i l l ing 

ducks  i n  th e  L o n g  Isla n d  a r e a  o f N e w  Yo r k , th e  In te r i o r  D e p a r tm e n t's 

B u r e a u  o f S p o r t F ishe r i es  a n d  W ild l i fe sa i d  to d a y . F ede r a l  scient ists 

e m p h a s i z e d , h o w e v e r , th a t th e  d i s ease  is n o t a  d a n g e r  to  h u m a n  h e a l th . 

T h e  p r iva te  L o n g  Isla n d  Duck  Resea r c h  L a b o r a to ry  d i scove red  th e  

d isease ,  a l so  k n o w n  as  duck  v i rus e n terit is, i n  d o m e s tic flocks last 

. 
* 

J anua r y . In  N o v e m b e r , d e a ths  o f 6 5  w i ld  b lack  ducks  n e a r  R i v e r h e ad , 

L o n g  Isla n d , w e r e  a ttrib u te d  to  th e  d isease .  

l 

M a l lards, swans  a n d  C a n a d a  g e e s e  a l so  a r e  suscept ib le  to  th e  p l a g u e . 

. 

. 
D u tch  duck  p l a g u e  h a s  b e e n  k n o w n  i n  E u r o p e  a n d  th e  Fa r  E a s t fo r  

m a n y  years,  "Th is  is th e  first tim e  th e  d i s ease  h a s  b e e n  fo u n d  i n  

No r th  Ame r i c a ," sa i d  D i rec to r  J o h n  S . G o ttscha l k  o f th e  B u r e a u  o f 

, 

. 
S p o r t F ishe r i es  a n d  W ildl i fe. 

" W e  wi l l  d o  eve ry th i ng  w e  c a n  to  p r e v e n t th e  s p r e a d  o f th is  
d i sease ,  wh i ch  is n o w  m o r e  d a n g e r o u s  b e c a u s e  o f its d iscovery  i n  wi ld,  
u n c o n t ro l l ed  flocks," G o ttscha l k  sa id.  " A n  e x p e r i m e n ta l  vacc ine  d e v e l o p e d  
by  th e  L o n g  Isla n d  Duck  Fa rme r s  C o o p e r a tive  a n d  sim i la r  to  o n e  u s e d  i n  
th e  N e th e r l a n ds  wi l l  b e  r e a d y  fo r  u s e  n e x t m o n th ." 

G o ttscha l k  sa i d  th a t th e  c o n tro l  p r o b l e m  cou l d  b e c o m e  m o r e  
diff icult if s e a  gul ls,  c o r m o r a n ts a n d  o th e r  s h o r e  b i r ds  b e c o m e  
car r i e rs  o f th e  d isease .  

. 

. 
T h e  D e p a r tm e n t o f Agr icu l tu re 's  A n ima l  Hea l th  D iv is ion is a l so  

stu dy i n g  th e  p r o b l e m  as  it a ffects th e  L o n g  Isla n d  d o m e s tic duck  
indust ry.  
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