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DUTCH DUCK PLAGUE KILLING DUCKS IN LONG TISLAND AREA
i The Dutch duck plague has entered the United States and is killing
ducks in the Long Island area of New York, the Interior Department's
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife said today. Federal scientists
v emphasized, however, that the disease is not a danger to human health.
The private Long Island Duck Research Laboratory discovered the
disease, also known as duck virus enteritis, in domestic flocks last
, January, In November, deaths of 65 wild black ducks near Riverhead,
Léng Island, were attributed to the disease,.
Mallards, swans and Canada geese also are susceptible to the plague,
' Dutch duck plague has been known in Europe and the Far East for
many years. ''This is the first time the disease has been found in
North America,' said Director John S, Gottschalk of the Bureau of
N Sport Fisheries and Wildlife,
| "We will do everything we can to prevent the spread of this
disease, which is now more dangerous because of its discovery in wild,
uncontrolled flocks," Gottschalk said, "An experimental vaccine developed
by the Long Island Duck Farmers Cooperative and similar to one used in
. the Netherlands will be ready for use next month,"
Gottschalk said that the control problem could become more

difficult if sea gulls, cormorants and other shore birds become
carriers of the disease,

v The Department of Agriculture's Animal Health Division ig also
. studying the problem as it affects the Long Island domestic duck
industry.
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