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INTERIOR PLANS RELEASE INTO THE WILD OF ENDANGERED MASKED BOBWHITE
The masked bobwhite, extinct in the United States since the turn of the
century, may be restored in the Southwest through the release of young
raised in captivity from birds from Mexico, the Interior Department's
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife announced today.

This quail is one of the species listed by Secretary of the Interior
Stewart L. Udall as being threatened with extinction, this time not only
from the United States but from the face of the earth.

But barring major losses of captive breeding stock at the Bureau's
Patuxent Wildlife Research Center at Laurel, Maryland, releases of masked
bobwhites are planned in southern Arizona in about a year.

Cooperating in the release will be the Bureau of Land Management, the
Forest Service, and the Arizona Game and Fish Department.

"Our research and propagation efforts are an alternative to accepting
the disappearance of this species in the United States,'" said Dr. Ray C.
Erickson, who heads the endangered species research program at Patuxent.
"We are setting similar goals for other endangered species."

Patuxent biologists have raised more than 40 young quail from an
original four pairs donated by Seymour and James Levy of Tucson in 1966.
Investigators believe that at least 150 more can be reared in 1968 for
release into the wild.

Heavy grazing combined with prolonged drought from 1880 to
1900 probably caused masked bobwhites to become extinct in the United
States,

Later heavy grazing in the State of Sonora, Mexico, the masked
bobwhite's desert habitat, reduced quail population there as well, The

birds now exist only in one or two Sonoran areas.

Grass-mesquite desert containing smaller shrubs and cacti is preferred
by this bird, and land managers are restoring essential grass cover by
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improved control over livestock in Arizona, where the masked bobwhite
once existed.

This quail is smaller than the Eastern .subspecies. The male breast

is almost pure brick red; the male's black head and throat give the species
its colorful name.

The breeding rate of the wild birds is unknown.

BENSON'S
QUAILL

@QuAaiL OF THE
SOUTHERN ARIZONA -
SONORA REGION



