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NEW NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE AND ADDITIONS TO THREE EXISTING
REFUGES AUTHORIZED BY MIGRATORY BIRD CONSERVATION COMMISSION

The Migratory Bird Conservation Commission has approved purchase of
14,676 acres for a new National Wildlife Refuge in Texas, the Department
of the Interior announced today.

At an earlier meeting in February, the Commission approved purchase
of a total of 1,213 additional acres for existing refuges in Maine,
Colorado and Washington,

The new San Bernard‘ﬁational Wildlife Refuge, located on the Gulf
of Mexico 60 miles from Houston, will preserve wintering habitat for
waterfowl and other migratory water birds. Natural marshes are being
seriously threatened by industrial and residential growth on the gulf
coast. |

An additional 628 acres for Coastal Maine National Wildlife Refuge
on Maine's southern coast will preserve vital nesting and resting areas
for migratory birds. The refuge, authorized by the Commission in 1966,
is a joint effort with the State to save segments of coastal marsh rapidly
being built up.

Also approved was a 475-acre addition to Browns Park National Wildlife
Refuge in northwestern Colorado and a 1l10-acre addition to Columbia National

Wildlife Refuge in central Washington State.



Total expenditure of nearly $3 million was approved for land acquisitions
with funds from the sale of Federal duck stamps.

Members of the Migratory Bird Conservation Commission are Secretary of
the Interior Stewart L., Udall, chairman; Secretary of Agriculture
Orville L. Freeman; Secretary of Commerce Alexander B. Trowbridge;
Senators Roman L. Hruska of Nebraska and Lee Metcalf of Montana;
Representatives Frank M. Karsten of Missouri and Silvio 0. Conte of
Massachusetts.

Ex-officio members of the Commission at these February meetings,
representing States where acquisitions were discussed, were:
J. R. Singleton, executive director of the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Commission; George W. Buckman, deputy commissioner, Maine Department of
Inland Fisheries and Game; Harry J. Figge, chief of land acquisition and
development, Colorado Game, Fish and Parks Department; and Norman P. Knott,

{
chief, Division of Land Management, Washington Department of Game.
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