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HUNTING AND FISHING LICENSE 
SALES INCREASE TO RECORD TCTALS 

More than $183 million was spent last year by sportsmen for licenses, 

tags, permits and stamps to participate in hunting and fishing, an in- 

crease of $14.5 million from 1968, the Interior Department's Bureau of 

Sport Fisheries and Wildlife announced today. 

License revenues collected by States provide funds for fish and 

wildlife conservation and management activities. 

All States receive additional funds under the Federal Aid in Fish 

and Wildlife Restoration programs. Under these two Federal Aid programs, 

the States are reimbursed up to 75 percent of the cost of approved 

projects. A total of $43 million was apportioned to the States for fish 

and wildlife projects in fiscal year 1970. 

The number of fishing license holders increased by 1,015,816 over 

the previous year to a record 24,076,148. Fishermen spent*$87,500,774 

for licenses--$7.5 million more than last year. 

Hunting license holders numbered 15,269,480, an increase of 338,210 

over last year. Expenditures by hunters for licenses and permits exceeded 

last year's total by over $7 million for a new high of $95,709,024. 

License sales, however, do not provide an accurate measure of the 

numbers of hunters and fishermen. In several States, sportsmen purchase 

separate licenses, stamps, permits or tags for taking different kinds of 



fish and game. Also, most States do not require persons above or below 

certain ages to purchase licenses, and most of the coastal States do not 

require licenses for saltwater fishing. Some persons hunt or fish in 

more than one State and, consequently, are counted more than once. 

"Fishing and hunting are favorite forms of recreation for millions 

of Americans," said Assistant Secretary Leslie L. Glasgow, who heads 

Interior's programs for fish, wildlife, parks, and marine resources. He 

added that the controlled harvest of fish and game animals is essential, 

in many instances, to keep wildlife in balance with its food supply and 

to prevent major die-offs resulting from starvation and disease. Fish 

and game animals are renewable resources that replenish their kind 

annually, Dr. Glasgow stresses. 

In many years, he points out , many fish and game animals produce a 

surplus that is larger than their habitat can support. "Controlled 

harvests are a sensible and practical means of keeping game and fish 

populations in balance with their environment so that they can continue 

to be healthy and productive," said Dr. Glasgow. 

State fish and game departments certify the numbers of paid hunting 

and fishing license holders to the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife. 

The Bureau uses these figures in distributing Federal Aid in Fish and 

Wildlife Restoration funds to the 50 States. 

A State-by-State breakdown of license rrsles is shown in the tables. 
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FISCAL YEAH 1969 
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265,897 
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435,993 
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1,459,663.50 
l,lg6,42g.oo 
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TOTALS I/ 15969,480 20,599,89& l,o=,@o 21 ,@I,584 $95,709,024.05 

i/ A paid license holder is one individual regardless of the number of licenses he may purchase. 
Data certified by State fish and game departments. 

g Period covered not identical to period oovered by certification for all States. 
J/ Persons who hunted in more than one State are counted in each State where they hunted. Therefore, 

this figure exceeds the total number of license holders in the United States. 


