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D E P A R T M E N T  o f th e  INTER IOR  
FIS H  A N D  W IL D L IFE  S E R V ICE  

news  r e l ease  

Fo r  Re l e a s e  D e c e m b e r  2 3 , 1 9 7 1  Car ro l l  3 4 3 - 5 6 3 4  

1 9 7 2 - 7 3  D U C K  S T A M P  
T O  F E A T U R E  E M P E R O R  G E E S E  

T h e  1 9 7 2 - 7 3  Fede r a l  Duck  S ta m p  wi l l  s h o w  two  e m p e r o r  g e e s e  l a n d i n g  

i n  ove rcas t  A rct ic su r r ound i ngs ,  th e  In te r i o r  D e p a r tm e n t's F ish  a n d  W i ld-  

l i fe Se r v i ce  a n n o u n c e d  to d a y . T h e  w i n n i n g  e n try, a  fu l l  co l o r  w a s h  d r aw -  

ing ,  was  c r ea ted  b y  art ist A r thur  M . C o o k , 4 0 , o f B l o om i n g to n , M inn.  

C o o k , a n  indust r ia l  ar t  d i rec to r  a n d  l ong - t ime  res i den t  o f th e  

M i nneapo l i s  a r e a , h a d  n eve r  fin i s h ed  h i g he r  th a n  s e c o n d  i n  seve ra l  

p r ev i ous  t r ies i n  th e  d uck  s t amp  c o n test. 

S e c o n d  p l a ce  th is  yea r  was  a  tie  b e tween  L e e  L e B l a n c  o f I ron  River ,  

M ich., w h o  d r ew  spec tac l ed  e ide r ,  a n d  S tan l e y  S te a r n s  o f S tevensv i l l e ,  

M d ., w h o  a l so  d r ew  e m p e r o r  g e e s e . 

T h e  latter spec i es  wi l l  b e  a p p e a r i n g  o n  th e  d uck  s t amp  fo r  th e  first 

tim e . T h e  b i r d  i nhab i t s  A l aska  a n d  th e  A leu t i an  Is l ands  a n d  h a s  occa -  

s i ona l l y  b e e n  s e e n  a l o n g  th e  coas ts  o f W a s h i n g to n , O r e g o n  a n d  Ca l i fo rn ia .  

"I was  par t icu la r ly  p l e a s e d  w h e n  I l e a r n e d  o f th e  j u d ges ' cho ice , "  

sa i d  In te r i o r  S e c r e ta ry  Roge r s  C . B . M o r to n , " b e c a u s e  9 0  p e r c e n t o f th e  

wor ld 's  e m p e r o r  g e e s e  c o m e  f rom th e  Y u k o n  De l ta ,  a n d  o n e  o f o u r  ma j o r  

p r io r i t ies r ight  n o w  is to  p ro tect  th e  A l aska  h a b i ta t th a t is v i ta l  to  

m i l l i ons o f w i l d  w a ter fowl . "  

B u r e a u  o ff ic ials sa i d  2 1 3  e n tr ies we r e  r ece i ved  i n  th e  2 3  Fede r a l  

Duck  S ta m p  E v e n t. A rtists f r om 3 3  S ta te s  a n d  th e  Distr ict o f C o l u m b i a  

c o m p e te d  i n  th i s  yea r 's c o n test. M i nneso t a  h a d  th e  m o s t e n t r ies- -39.  

Ma r y l a n d  was  s e c o n d  wi th  2 6 . 



Selection was based on anatomical accuracy, artistic composition, and 

suitability for engraving. The winner receives no financial prize--just 

the honor and recognition of having his drawing appear on the duck stamp. 

Judges were Larry Jahn of the Wildlife Management Institute, Fred 

Evenden of the Wildlife Society, Tom Kimball of the National Wildlife 

Federation, Carl Scheele of the Smithsonian Institution, and Richard Bower 

of the Treasury Department's Bureau of Engraving and Printing. 

A new duck stamp is issued each year by the U.S. Postal Service. The 

1972-73 stamp will go on sale July 1, 1972. Every migratory-waterfowl 

hunter 16 years of age or older must purchase this stamp with a State 

hunting license. All revenue from duck stamps, except the cost of print- 

ing and distribution, is used for acquisition of wetlands for waterfowl. 

Information on other designs since the stamps were first issued in 

1934 is contained in "Duck Stamp Data," a publication available for 30 

cents from the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing 

Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. 
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Glossy prints of the winning design are available to editors only 

from the Office of Conservation Education, Fish and Wildlife Service, 

U.S. Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240. 
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