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D E P fiR T M E N T  o f th e  INTER IOR  

'FIS H  A N D  W IL D L IFE S E R V ICE 
news  r e l e ase  

Fo r  Re l e a se  O n  Rece ip t  ( p r e p a r e d  1 2 /1 6 /7 5 )  Levitt  2 0 2 1 3 4 3 - 5 6 3 4  

C R ITICAL H A B ITAT F O R  S IX  S P E C IE S  P R O P O S E D  

S ix o f Amer i ca ' s  m o s t se r ious ly  e n d a n g e r e d  spec ies  wi l l  g a i n  a d d i tio n a l  

F ede r a l  p r o tec t i on  u n d e r  a  p r o posa l  to  d e te r m i n e  th e  h a b i ta t th a t is crit i- 

ca l  to  the i r  surv iva l ,  K e ith  M . Sch r e i n e r , Assoc ia te  D i rec to r  o f th e  

In te r i o r  D e p a r tm e n t's U .S . F ish  a n d  W ild l i fe Serv ice ,  a n n o u n c e d  to d a y . 

T h e  p r o posa l , p u b l i s h ed  i n  th e  Fede r a l  Reg is te r  o n  D e c e m b e r  1 6 , lists 

th e  k n o w n  crit ical h a b i ta t o f th e  w h o o p i n g  c r a n e , Ame r i c a n  c rocod i le ,  

Ca l i f o rn ia  c o n d o r , In d i a n a  b a t, -F l o r i da  m a n a te e , a n d  th e  sna i l  d a r te r . 

In te r es t ed  p e r s ons  h a v e  u n til F e b r u a r y 2 0 ,1 9 7 6 , to  s ubm i t wr i t ten c o m m e n ts. 

If th e s e  cr it ical h a b i ta ts a r e  a d o p te d , th e  E n d a n g e r e d  Spec i e s  Ac t o f 

1 9 7 3  w o u l d  r e qu i r e  a l l  F e de r a l  a genc i e s  to  ta k e  such  ac t ion  as  is necessa ry  

to  i n su r e  th a t activit ies a u tho r i zed ,  fu n d e d , o r  ca r r i ed  o u t by  th e m  d o  

n o t resu l t  i n  th e  d e s t ruct ion o r  m o d if icat ion o f th e s e  a r e a s . T h e  agenc i e s  

cou ld ,  h o w e v e r , u n d e r ta k e  act ions wh i ch  a r e  n o t c ons i d e r e d  to  b e  d e trim e n ta l  

to  th e s e  spec ies.  

- - The  cu r ren t  p o p u l a tio n  o f th e  Ame r i c a n  c rocod i l e  is es t ima ted  to  

b e  b e tween  2 0 0  a n d  3 0 0  i nd iv i dua ls  wi th fe w e r  th a n  1 0  b r e e d i n g  fe m a les. 

It occup i es  s o u th e r n  p o r tio n s  o f th e  Eve r g l a d es , n o r th e r n  Keys,  a n d  

F l o r i da  B a y . P a r ts o f th e s e  a r e a s  h a v e  b e e n  p r o p o s e d  as  cr it ical h a b i ta t. 

- T h e  w h o o p i n g  c r a n e , wi th a  k n o w n  w i ld  a d u l t p o p u l a tio n  o f on l y  6 0 , 

m ig ra tes  f r om C a n a d a 's No r thwes t Ter r i to r ies  to  th e  A r a nsas  N a tio n a l  W i ld -  

life  R e fu g e  i n  Texas.  A  n u m b e r  o f a r e a s  a l o n g  its m ig ra t i on  r o u te  a r e  

p r o p o s e d  as  cr it ical h a b i ta t i nc l ud i ng  p a r ts o f O k l a h o m a , K a n s a s , a n d  
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Nebraska. Several sites along the expected migration route of other 

whooping cranes, hatched this year and transplanted to Idaho in an experi- 

mental project, are also considered critical and include parts of Idaho, 

Colorado, and New Mexico. 

--The California condor, with a population numbering less than 50, 

is found in the Los Padres National Forest and in primarily mountainous 

regions north of Los Angeles. 

--Approximately 94 percent of the known population of the Indi'ana 

bat hibernates in caves and mines in Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Missouri, 

Tennessee, and West Virginia. This tiny, 2- to S-inch species is entirely 

dependent on the shelter provided by these caves. 

--The Florida manatee is found in rivers, canals, and coastal waters 

of that State. These areas are critical because the animals are dependent 

on the extensive vegetation found there as a primary food source. 

--The snail darter, a 3-inch long species of fish, occupies a 12-mile 

stretch of the Little Tennessee River in Tennessee. The fish inhabits 

only portions of clean, gravel shoals with cool, swift, low-turbidity 

water. Its food is 'almost exclusively snails which are abundant on these 

shoals and also require a clean gravel bottom for their survival. The 

Tennessee Valley Authority's proposed Tellico Dam would result in the 

total destruction of the snail darter's present known habitat. 

Public comments and suggestions on this proposed rulemaking are 

desired. Interested persons should submit written comments, preferably 

in triplicate to the Director (FWS/LE), U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 

P.O. Box 19183, Washington, D.C. 20036. 
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