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EXPORT QUOTAS REMOVED ON BOBCAT, 
LYNX, RIVER OTTER; GINSENG EXPORTS APPROVED 

Most export restrictions on the 1978-79 season's harvest of bobcats, 
lynx, and river otters and the 1978 harvest of wild American ginseng have 
been removed by the Endangered Species Scientific Authority (ESSA) 
effective September 1, 1978. 

The controls were imposed last year by the ESSA after it found that 
new population figures and improved management plans by the States were 
necessary before it could recommend issuance of export permits for the 
species. These species are harvested extensively in the United States, 
Primarily to supply foreign markets. Management initiatives for these 
species and additional population data obtained by ESSA from the States 
have since provided greater assurance that the exports will not be 
detrimental. 

The ESSA is an independent agency composed of representatives from 
seven Federal agencies which together with the Fedesal Wildlife Permit 
Office implement the Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora. The Convention is a 46-nation interna- 
tional treaty aimed at preventing trade from contributing to the demise of 
any species. 

Each of the species is listed on Appendix II of the Convention. Such 
a listing requires an export permit from the country of origin showing that 
the export will not be detrimental to the survival of the 'remaining species 
in the United States. 

The ESSA findings will be used'by the Federal Wildlife Permit Office 
of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Management Authority for the 
Convention, in decisions on export permits. The Permit Office may not 
issue permits for exports of pelts or wild harvested roots unless the ESSA 
has given its approval by certiiying that export will not harm remaining 
species in the wild. 

The ESSA approved export of bobcats from 34 States and the Navajo 
Nation, although it set quotas of 6,000 pelts from New Mexico and 2,000 
pelts from Wyoming. Lynx exports were approved for pelts taken from Alaska, 
Idaho, Minnesota, Montana, and Washington. The ESSA approved river otter 
exports from 25 States, and American ginseng roots harvested in 17 States 
may enter into international trade. States and species for which the ESSA 
has approved export are listed in the attached table. 

MEMBER AGENCIES (more) 
- 

Department Of the Interior l Department of Agriculture . Departme, ct Commerce . Department of Health. E.iucatlon and Welfare 

National Science Foundation l Council on Knwronmental Quaiity . Smithsonian Institution 



ESSA EXPORT FINDINGS FOR THE 1978-1979 HARVEST OF BOBCAT, 
LYNX, RIVER OTTER, AND THE 1978 HARVEST OF AMERICAN GINSENG 

State Bobcat a River Otter American Ginseng 

. Alabama ............. A ................... A 
Alaska ........................ A ......... A 
Arizona ............. A 
Arkansas ............................... A .............. A 
California .......... t 
Colorado ............ A 
Connecticut ............................... A 
Delaware .................................. A 
Florida ............. A ................... A 
Georgia ............. A ................... A .............. A 
Idaho ............... A ....... A 
Illinois ................................................... 
Indiana .................................................... ; 
Iowa ....................................................... A 
Kansas A ' .............. 
Kentucky ................................................... A 
Louisiana ........... A ................... A 
Maine ............... A ................... A 
Maryland .................................. A ............... A 
Massachusetts ....... A ................... A 
Michigan ............ A ................... A .............. 
Minnesota ........... A ....... A ....................... ii 
Mississippi ......... A ................... i 
Missouri ................................................... A 
Montana ............. A ....... A ......... A 
Nebraska ............ A 
Nevada .............. A 
New Hampshire ............................. A 
New Mexico ........... A: Q6,OOO 
New York ............ A ................... A .............. 
North Carolina ...... A ................... A .............. 

k 

North Dakota ........ A 
Oklahoma ............ A 
Oregon .............. A ................... A 
Pennsylvania ............................................... A 
Rhode Island .............................. A 
South Carolina ...... A ................... A 
South Dakota ........ A 
Tennessee ........... 

k 
.................................... A 

Texas ............... 
Vermont ............. A ................... A 
Virginia ............ A ................... A .............. A 
Washington .......... A ....... A ......... A 
West Virginia ....... A .................................... 
Wisconsin ........... A ................... A .............. 
Wyoming ............. A: QZ,OOO 

Navajo Nation . . . . . . . A INT 5754-78 
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