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INTERIOR DEPARTMENT ASKS PUBLIC COMMENT ON ALASKA RULES

Two Interior Department agencies today asked the public for advice on
land management issues relating to 15 new National Monument areas in Alaska.
The Park Service manages 13 of the new avens and the Fish and Wildlife Service

manages two.

Both the National Park Service and the Fish and Wildlife Service today pub-
lished "Notices of Intent to Propose Rules' in the Federal Register as the first
step toward developing permanent regulstions for the monuments. The notices set
forth a series of general questions regarding activities which will be the subject
of permanent regulations. The public will be given 30 days to comment.

"The purpose of the 'Notice of Intent' is to solicit public participation in
the earliest phases of federal rulemaking,'" Secretary of the Interior Cecil D.
Andrus said. ''We intend to seek the greatest possible public involvement in every
phase of our management of the National interest Lands in Alaska before final rules

are adopted."

A total of 58 million acres of new National Monuments were designated by
President Jimmy Carter last December 1 under authority of the Antiquities Act of
1906. 1In addition to the 15 areas managad by Interior Department agencies, there
are two additional areas in Southeast Alaska managed by the U.S. Forest Service.

Although the Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Park Service administer
their respective areas under different management authorities and objectives, result-
ing in different regulatory concerns regsrding some activities, there are many areas
of regulation that are common to both.

The Interlor Departwent is seeking public suggestions for regulations on the
following iscues:

**Public Use and Recreation--Use of aircraft within monuments; modification of
abandoned projerty .egulations to accommodate food and equipment caches; treatment
of illegal cabins; pogssession and use of firearms; non-commercial gathering of wood.

*%Subsis=ence --Need for establishing a federal program if the State is unable
to establish an ad:.quate subsistence program; definition of "local resident" and
other terms relating to subsistence users; use of aircraft for subsistence; "barter
and trade" as subsistence activities,

*#fining--Development of general mining regulations for the Fish and Wildlife

Service and modification of existing Park Service mining regulations in response
to unique mining conditions in Alaska.

(more)



In addition, both services are seeking public comment on other general
management issues, for instance, the Fish and Wildlife Service is interested in
comments on sport hunting in wiidlife monuments.

"These are issues we have identified and which must be dealt with through
the regulatory process. We hope that everyone interested in the management of
our new National Monuments in Alaska will take this opportunity to give us their
advice before permanent rules are proposed,' Secretary Andrus said.

Interim regulations for the new monuments were issued last December. However,
permanent regulations must now be developed to provide a long range management
structure for the new areas.

Comments and suggestions from the continental states and Hawaii regarding
monuments managed by the National Park Service should be sent to:

The Director

National Park Service

Attn: Michael Finley

U.S. Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240

Comments and suggestions originating in Alaska regarding National Park Service
areas should be sent to:

Alaska Area Director
National Park Service
540 W. Fifth Ave.
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Comments and suggestions regarding management of the wildlife monuments

managed by the Fish and Wildlife Service from the continental states and Hawailil
should be sent to:

Mr. Donald Barry

Office of the Solicitor
Department of the Interior
Bm. 6555

Washington, D. C. 20240

Comments originating in Alaska regarding the wildlife monuments should be
sent to:

Alaska Area Director

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1011 E. Tudor Rd.

Anchorage, Alaska 99507



