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SCIENTISTS' VISIT MARKS MAJOR STEP
IN EGYPTIAN WILDLIFE CONSERVATION

According to the 0ld Testament, when Moses and the Hebrews were
wandering in the wildermess, a miracle in the form of a flock of quail
saved them from starvation. Now, Egypt is establishing one of its first
modern wildlife refuges in the same area, and is taking other major steps
in wildlife conservation.

Working in cooperation with the U.S. Department of the Interior,
Egypt is setting up two new wildlife reserves in parts of the Sinai which
revert to Egypt from Israel under the 1979 peace treaty., The reserves—
one at Lake Bardawil (where tﬁe quail reportedly saved the Hebrews) in
Northern Sinai, and the other at Mt, St., Catherine, near the area histori-
cally known as Mt. Sinai-—-will protect migratory birds and end;ngered
species. The reserves are the first natural, protected areas set aside
for wildlife in Egypt.

An important step in the project will take place thié month when two
Egyptian Wildlife Service biologists visit the United States to study wild-
life management techniques. From September 2 to October 26, the Egyptians
will visit areas operated by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the
National Park Service, and other conservation agencies. Following their

visit, they will return home to manage the new wildlife reserves.
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"This visit is clearly a turning point for wildlife conservation work
in Egypt," Fish and Wildlife Service Director Lynn A. Greenwalt said. "It
is fitting that nations should work together to protect wildlife, since
wildlife recognize no national boundaries. I know I speak for both the
Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Park Service when I say we are
proud to host the Egyptian scientists,"”

. The Egyptian biologists are Syed Metwaly Ahmed Gam'eh and Maher
Mohamed Abdel Rahman, both 24 and graduates of the Cairo University
College of Veterinary Medicine.

Gam'eh will manage the important Lake Bardawil wetlands zone, which
supports flamingo colonies and i1s a major stop-over for Central European
birds migrating to other points in Africa. Caspian terns as well as
several other species nest at Bardawil, and numerous birds from the Soviet
Union winter there. On one occasion, 40,000 garganey teal were sighted

arriving on a single day.

Rahman will manage habitat for endangered slender horned gazelle at
a reserve near Mt. St. Catherine. The extremely rare Sinai leopard may
also inhabit the reserve. Both Mt. St. Catherine and Bardawil were
formerly managed by the Israelis as nature reserves.

Gam'eh and Rahman will visit a number of Fish and Wildlife Service
wildlife refuges and research laboratories, including Laguna Atascosa and
Aransas National Wildlife Refuges, Texas; Kofa Game Range, Arizonaj; J. Clark
Salyer National Wildlife Refuge, North Dakota; Chincoteague National Wild-
life Refuge, Virginia; Patuxent Wildlife Research Center, Maryland; and
the National Wildlife Health Laboratory, Wisconsin. They will also visit
Guadalupe Mountains National Park, Texas; Canyon de Chelly National Monu-
ment, Arizona; and Harpers Ferry National Historical Park, Maryland-West
Virginia. In addition, they will be the guests of the National Zoo in
Washington, D.C., and at Front Royal, Virginia, and of the Manomet Bird
Observatory in Plymouth, Massachusetts.

The Egyptian-U.S. conservation projects began in 1977 and are being
funded through the Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Park Service
with excess Egyptian pounds under the Special Foreign Currency Program.
According to Dr. Gerard Bertrand, chief of the International Affairs
division of the Fish and Wildlife Service, "This program allows excess
foreign currencies from the sale of U.S. agricultural products abroad to
be used in the purchasing countries for various assistance projects,
including the conservation of endangered species."

Other Egyptian~-U.S. conservation activities under this program include
training courses for the Egyptian Wildlife Service; development of a
national conservation plan to identify areas and species that should be
protected; establishment of a national wildlife library; assistance in
administration of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora; and joint funding of a 1978 internmational
workshop on wildlife management in arid ecosystems.



