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THE TEN MOST ENDANGERED SPECTES IN NORTH AMERICA

Think of North Americu as an old luxury hotel that--because of ignerance, bad
luck and mismanagement--has grown rather shabby and is not capable of caring for 1its
guests as in times past. The kitchen doesn't produce a full menu anymore. Some of
the plumbing is unreliable and the air has become foul in several parts. Many of the
rooms have been damaged by fires, floods, or are being altered for other purposes.

Conditions are so bad, in fact, that 221 of the guests are threatening to check
out and never come back.

The latter, of course, are North Americd's endangered animals and plants. They
represent most of the major forms of life including mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians,
fish, insccts, and even plants.

Recovery teams of biologists from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, all 50 State
conservation Jdepartments, universities, and private agencies are working together to
save these species. It is the duty of each recovery team to study its assigned species,
to learn why these animals or plants are failing, ond to devise ways of improving their
living conditions. This includes Findiné the places they depend on for survival--their

b

‘eritical habitats."

For a number of thom, however, the teams' efforts miay not be enough. Scveral
species are having trouble finding mates. One can't find any mate. And another is
tinding the wrong kind of mate. Scme may soon lose their habitats; some alrcady have
and are being woved to new locations or kept in captivitv.  For othors, the reasons

for failurce are less obvious.
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From all these, several have been h
10 most endangerced species in North Amer
1980's, to watch these creatures and sece

ssen for the dubious honor of being the
ica. Tt might be well, as we enter the
how many survive the decade.

The mest endangercod momnad . the black-tooted ferret, probably nover was numerous.
Not much is known of this large, nigl A,-:p-i})}vﬂli}{f wor 1\@*‘{’; past, cxcept that it lived
on the plains wherever its prime source of food, the prairie dop, was available.
its future, as is true of most animals that rely on only ene food source, is uncer-
tain. In this case praivic dogs were shot, poisoncd, drowned, and trapped out of
much of thelr range to make room for farming.

In the last 5 years, fow positive sightings of bluack-footed ferrets have been
made 1n the wild, There are none of these ferrets in captivity

The red wolt is a close second among the mammals pearest to extinction.  Oncc
roving throx.{dl)o_ti'f the South, this smaller cousin ot the 2rav wolt made its last stand
in a corner of wilderness in the remote coastal marshes of Texas and Loursiana.  But
even there it was harassed, and with the settioment of the Tand, the domestic dos and
eventually the covote moved in. The dog brought discase.  The coyote d.l{] CVen more
damage by ‘rossbhrecding with the red wolf until harvdly a purebred specimen remains in

the wild today.

Fortunate! the recovery teawm captured @ dozen or =so purchreds and is breeding
them In captivity until a suitable rejease site can he found for the red wolves in
the wiltd,

The most endangeved fish is also the most fumous one, the snail ra
nobby-headed, spincy-backed, and only 3 inches lony, it lived f:()’lﬁ'd;x{,"& in total
bseurity in the bhright shosls of o fast-vuning streteh of the Little Tennessce

Lver. lhere 1t spawned, aad there 1t toed on smali aqualie snalls and insecis.
d there, but tor its discovery in 1973, it would also have passed into oblivion
e with 1ts habitat under the slack waters of the massive Tellico Dam, which was
m onearing completion,
[ronteally, perhaps, 1973 was also the vear the Endangered Species Act became
With its stipulations protecting not only living individunls buat their habitats
well, 1t was inevitable that the huge Tellico Dam and the tiny fish would have
v day in court. Tt is not likely the snail darter will adapt to the new quarters
recovery team has selected for it in nearby rivers.

The birdwing pearly mussel, a drab, two-inch, freshwater clam, is probably the

t endangered mollusk. Except for the deeply grooved marging on its shell, and its
utiful name, it is much like others of its kind. Hoving lived in the «wle,.m, free-
wing tributavies of the upper Tennessee River, however, it was unable to adopt
both the deep waters created by dam  construction, and the acid poliution caused
coal mindng.  Its jast-chance resort i oo tiny section of the Duck River noar
ambia, Tennesscee.

The most endangered insect, the lotis b Tives inow fow narrow peat

sounder a power transmission line near Mo fornta. Though
butterflios occupiced a wider range, this isg r Y o renaining 3
of the small, violet-blue butterflics mansee rnctuatoe

075, only 2 lotis blue butterflics were coer. ot anv

tut, construction, drainage, or a long droug coull bring




The most endangered bLird--and pos=ibly the most endangered of all 10 of these
species~-is the dusky ;;oxwdc sparrow which lives on or adjacent to 5t. Johns National

Wildlife Refuge near Cape Canaveral, Plorida. Ope of the demands of this shy and ro- E
clusive bird is sn open viste., It mmts no bhuildings, trees, or brush blocking its
view of the horizon. Vurther, its aversion to crossing such barricrs os treelines

rivers, and highwavs, scoms to prevent 1t {rom moving inte hetter i TRg Apaca, oven

Pt HERT A

when 1ts habitat is being destroved by fives or channing water levels- oo BULLor factar .

in the bird's decline. :
In recent years only o dosen or =0 bivds have been counted.  None were oot iocly '

identified as Yo oDt ois, i fact, unknown 3 F Temalos oxist. No onestiae gt

;
have becn voscrved since 1976,

The next most endangered bird 1= probapiy the Vaund oo (KOE-ah-oo oh abl,
of the Hawaiian Isloand of the sume na SOATTCW - 35 ] brown, andl otherw) @o
script, it hos goiden-yveilow leg feathers which tn times past were used o decors

R

i
the ceremenial gowns of trital chiofrains, The reascn for 1os neav cstinction, Lowever,

was loss of habitat to ) the Tand and possibly the iatroducrion
of foreion discases, Feedirg un inscotrs and berries, and hollow trees, it

ne<ting in ho
was last known to e 1 ;
mav be no wore than

Rawaitkinn . e

The Houston toad, vhe continent s west endanoered amphibian, tives in widely '

scattered bits of open woods in southeastern Texas.  The sandy loor of its ha
doesu't hold water long, so 1t is at the meve

bitat

i

cof the spring vains which must come

troquently to keep the ':V;'a. cding ponds covs hatol, Bt fra o vond sy .
is destroction and itation of Pk cach new i tna o randiviaion )
in the arca, the 1o Spi cuor mare Jdistont 4 th o i
its kind.  The wmal al i IR IBE 10 SRR e
duced.  The U.8. F S nated arees in two oot T ; i}
critical habitat for the estinated 1,58 Femin )
The Kemps ‘!le_iv]cv SCU 1y »117T)~ war velected For the most endavpgerecd rentiio, Poving
the Caribbean, the Gulf, and the Atlentic, the one ne o P ontoce Do othe ancovios wns o N
long-kept sccret from all except o fow raral Meviong hen, one Yarei! sobthd
a newsreel photographer not only discoverad its ne Qonren on oo LN FEF IV &
of Brownsville, Texas, but alse a clue to the secret that kept the place se oweid bnddon. .
¢
Literally, the secret was in the wind. te beliove the gravid femalos wait s

for wind to erasc their tracks from the sand.  Thus, according to theis instinct ., thoy

walted off shore as they had for thousands of years for a wind storm,

|3

The strong winds came as promised, and the temales lald their epus and rvoturned .

to the sea. The wind covered all signs of the drama as in the past,  But this rime )
o .

it was recorded en lomm, coler t1lm,

Though the Mexican Federal Government protects those that are leflt from pvedcx\ors
and shrimpers, not more than 300 females come ashore to nest these days. OrL\\{ oS adin
1

film emulsion will 40,000 giant sea turtles ever swarm up the lonely beack vt Nnede
burdens of life, again. )

{over)



tinally, the tenth member of the continent = wmost endangered species 1s the
LIAV—Iov1ng phacelia. This plant's necds and strosoes surprisinegly similar to
the other endangered life forms. Like the snai! Jarter and the birdwing }’=:¥v
mussel, 1t lives in only one place.  Like the lotis blue butterfly, that p
in a privately-owned right-of-wav. lLike the Houston tead, construction has prtzovbd
much of its habitat. And like the Kauwat oo, there arve only o fow left.

A hundred vears ago, the benver Rio Grande and Western Railroad was unknowingly
laid down right through the small area where these plants lived in Utah County, Utah,
Those that were left were first discovered and itdentified by a botanist in 1883,
Ninety years later these violet-blue wild flowers stitl bloom in the sun along the
ratlroad tracks. But now there are only four individual plants left,

Sheer numbers zlone is not the sole c¢riterien for determining how endangered a
species is. Several factors contribute to this status including the ability of
population to reproduce i*»olr threats to the population or its habitat, availability
of food supplies and the degree to which the =species vesponrds (o conservation measures.

touched

out any
they cver lived there at all.  Buat together they

As noted, some of these endangered species are well known and have
the lives of Amoricuns. Others are se small and obscure that they could
time and tew of 1]
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