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SPECIES INFORX4TION AT A GLANCE; 
PACIFIC COAST PROJECT LXDER1~AY 

. 
The future design and sitin, * of coastal developments and major energy 

projects along the Eastern Seaboard may be significantlp influenced smith the 

use of a new inventory and map series of fish and wildlife species and'other 

ecological resources recently compiled Sy the Interior Department's D.S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service. 

The "Atlantic Coast ECOlOgiCal Inventory" is the first comprehensive series 

of maps of natural resources on the Atlantic Coast and is an important new 

planning tool for governments and industries that 'contemplate major developments 

in the coastal zone. A similar inventory of Pacific Coast resources is now 

underway by t'ne Fish and Wildlife Service. 

"This kind of information is designed to help planners locate their projects 

away from ecologically sensitive areas, such as important spakning grounds or 

the habitats of endangered species," says Under Secretary of tSe Interior James 

Joseph. 

Developed with technical assistance from the 3.S. Geological Survey, the 
Service's new Lnventory and maps depict the entire i6,000-square nile coastal 
zone, major land use designations, and all important fish and wildlife species 
and their habitats. 

It is now possible, at a glance, to select any site on the East Coast from 
1!aine to Florida and locate on a small-scalz map tf;e various types of fish and 
wildlife (such as endangered species, migratory waterfowl, and commercially 
important fish populations) that use the area and the different land use desig- 
nations nearby (such as national wildlife refuges, State waterfowl management 
areas, and national and State parks). 
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Cov2rinq Tortions 0: 15 coastal states, the inventory's 31 maps (desi;- 
nated as the Fish and Wildlife Service's XatLonal Ecological Xap Series) de- 
pict 364 impcrzant plant and animal species, highlighting these, species with 
special protections and iisting the purposes for which t*ney use particular 
xastal a reas (breeding grounds, wintering areas, etc.). 

This information, along with the special land use designations, is 
z,!.otted ,cJsn 'c;.s. Geological Survey base naps at a 1.:250,000 scale (1 inch rep- 
resents about A miies). The ecologicai data on the maps covers an area 
bounded on the inland side by the States' coastal-zone limits and on the 
ocean side by the 3-mile offshore limit -- the demarcation line beixeen State 
and Federal jurisdictions. 

In addition to t;?e map series, a 163-page narrative report, "Atlantic 
Coast Ecologicnl Inventor:: -- Zs2r's Guide and Information Sase,“ is also 
z..-ailable. The report provides detailed explanations and additional technical 
Lnformation about the ecological data plotted on the maps. 

"Xe're very pleased with the products of this cooperative venture by the 
Fisth and Wildlife Service and the Geological Survey," Joseph said. "Anyone 
zonc2rned with the Atlantic coastal zone and its uses -- from Trivate industry 
to enviz.onmental organizations to local, State, and Federal government agencies -- 
now has a significant tool with which to judge the potential effects of environ- 
menzai changes on fish and wildlife. Ue see this inventory as an cpportunity 
to reduce conflicts among government, industry, and the environmental communit:: 
'by providing scunc! information, graphically displayed, before proposed actions 
become disputes." 

The map series has already seen use in a joint Federal-State oil spill 
skiulation session in 9ew York. FIembers of a regional oil spill response team, 
drawn frcm the Fish and Wildlife Service, the Environmental Protection Agency, 
the Sational Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the U.S. Coast Guard, Ser.; 
'ior!< State , and other government agencies, used the maps to pinpoint concen- 
trations of waterfowl and other sensit ive natural resources on the southern 
skore of Long Island during a September 16 simulated ship grounding. Under 
national oil spill response programs, these drills are held periodically at 
v=yiouj k. _ sites around the country. 

Data collection and organization for this project was conducted under a 
13-month, S33G, 756 contract with Dames G ?Ioore of Sethesda, >laryland, an inter- 
zational engineeri and earth science consulting firm. The Siologicai data 
used io compile the inventories of habitat were drawn from Federal and regional 
agencies and the coastal zone management organizations in each of the Sast2rn 
Seaboard States. A $263,756 contract has been competitively awarder' to Dames S 
Moore bv the Ser.Jice for a companion survey of ecological resources of the Pacific 
Coast, witii cxxpleEi.on scheduled bv July 1981. 

?-ie maps are iichographicaily reproduced in five colors and distribute5 in 
2 conver,i;lnt Ax5-?'.7ch pocket-fold format. The 31 Atlantic Coast Ecological In- 
1.‘zicor~: maos arz tcrmatted on ls74egree sheet; and carry the same indi:AduaI. jnaa 
xmes is ihe G2oiog;icsi Surdpey's tcpographic nap series (Eastport, 3angcr , Sath, 
Portland, 30ston, srcvidence, Eartford, X2:,7 York, Te:qark, :7iiaington, Saiir;bur:r, 
3;;lt-kore, Xashingtan, Zcbmond, Norfolk, Fastville, Xanteo, Xocky :locnt, 3saa- 
5x0 rt , FIorence, Gtiornetoxn James Island , .+gusta, Savannah, Zrunsvick, Jxkson- 
lv il I e , Daytona Q3ac5: OrlaAdo, Fort Pierce, :J2st ?aln Beach - , or Xiami) , T5e ma35 
d ;2 availabls indkkiuclly or in sets for 32.00 per copy. Jlaps can Se zr?ered b:r 
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mail from the U.S. Geological Survey, Branch of Distribution, 1200 South 
Eads Street, Arlington, Virginia 22202, or the Branch of Distribution, 
Box 25286, Federal Center, Denver, Colorado 80225. Orders must include a 
check or money order payable to the "U.S. Geological Survey." 

The narrative report, "Atlantic Coast Ecological Inventory -- User's 
Guide and Information Base," includes detailed species information for the 
entire map series. It can be ordered from the Superintendent of Documents, 
U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D,C. 20402, for $5.50. 
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